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Amal gamation, Some Pros and Cons

By Brian Ensor, ward councillor

on my own opinions and does not necessarily reflect

the views of the Tasman District Council.

| have been prompted to write this article because |
realise that there are a great number of people who are
finding it difficult to get information or are confused
about the amalgamation proposal concerning the union
of the Tasman District Council and the Nelson City
Council.

This proposal has been primarily driven by the
Nelson Business Community. My concern is that what
might be seen as beneficial for business does not
necessarily translate to benefits for you and me, the
average ratepayer, or even necessarily Tasman
businesses.

One common theme that | continually hear isthat if
aunion of the two districts doesn t happen now that the
Government will force it anyway. The Prime Minister
and leader of the National Party, John Key, has
repeatedly said during the last year that any local
government amalgamation is in the hands of the
community and that his government will not force
amalgamation on any community.

There has also been much said about potential cost-
savings. In the launch of this petition for a union of the
two districts, the petitioner, Aldo Miccio, made some
extravagant claims about cost savings. It is interesting
to note that the Local Government Commission in its
final decision on the Reorganisation Scheme has been
very careful to downplay potential cost savingsand has
said, Anunduefocusonfinancia savingsmay therefore
be misleading for the public.

One thing that is clear from the reorganisation
proposal that will significantly affect every ratepayer,
isthat the debt of each council will bering-fenced and a
targeted rate added to the annual rates to pay off debt.

Rates are one of the key issues and should be of
primary concern for al ratepayers. There has been a
great deal of speculation about what may happen with
rates in the future. We do know that this proposal

I would like to make it clear that this article is based

recommends a capital rating system, the same one that
the Tasman District operates under, and that aligning
the whole district to a capital rating system ( Nelson
has aland value rating system ) under an amalgamated
Council would be dealt with in 2015.

There are several scenarios which could have an
impact on rates related to this proposal. Nelson City
Council operates a business differential which in
essence means that the Nelson Business Community
subsidisestheresidential community. The question one
would ask iswhat would happen if the differential was
removed? The likely outcome would be that the
residential community would have to pay more rates.
The other questionisif the new council decided to leave
the businessdifferential in place, would that then mean
that Richmond businesseswould berated the same way
with a resulting increase in their rates? And would a
new council extend this out to other business
communities such as Mapua, Motueka, Wakefield and
Brightwater.

The commission has also quoted the findings of a
recent joint Australian and New Zealand report on
options for consolidation in local government. This
report concluded that ef ficiency gains can be achieved
through various forms of consolidation such as
amalgamations, but these are unlikely to produce
reductions in local rates and charges due to other
expenditure needs. One of the big uncertaintiesisthe
cost of the transition and then the true cost to run the
larger bureaucracy.

One of the key criticisms from the ordinary person
in the street following amalgamations al around the
globeisthat abigger organisation tendsto lose contact
withitsconstituents, accessibility to staff becomesmore
difficult and often a silo mentality develops. The
Tasman District Council performs both territorial and
regional responsibilitiesover avery large area. Staffing
levels could be described as lean in comparison with
other councils of a similar size with similar duties.
Under this proposal the new amalgamated council will



employ approximately double the number of staff that
now work at the Tasman District Council. | am sure
that most of us have had experience dealing with larger
organisations and are well aware that efficient use of
both resources and staff can be a major challenge.

The reorganisation proposal includes the creation
of two advisory boards, a Rural Advisory Committee
and a Maori Board who along with both the Motueka
and Golden Bay Community Boardswill each appoint
amember to sit on every council standing committee.
While | support closer contact with both Iwi and the
rural sector, my concern is that what is at present a
simple and uncomplicated governance structure will
now have an extra layer which will add considerably
to the cost of governance, both in remuneration and
staff time, in servicing these committees. Accordingly,
the local Government Commission is projecting
increases of nearly $500,000 per annum for the
proposed governance structure.

. The cost of community boardsisat present met by
atargeted rate which is paid by the communities they
represent. Under this proposal the costs of the two
community boards and advisory boards will be met by
ratepayers throughout the district.

Rural representation is a major concern for al the
communitiesthat live outside the two main urban areas
of Richmond and Nelson. The simple fact at the

moment is that the Tasman District is represented by
councillors who all to some degree or another have
some connection and understanding of the rural
community. Under this proposal, 10 of the 16
councillorswould comefrom the two main urban areas
of Richmond and Nelson. | don t believe that the
creation of the Rural Advisory Committeewill address
concernsover rural representation in communities such
as Wakefield, Brightwater, Mapua, Tasman and other
small communities.

There has been some mention that the combined
councils with a population of 90,000 will give more
voice on the national scene when competing with
council ssuch asAuckland City. | think thisiswishful
thinking when you are competing against a council
with a population of 1.5 million. There are already
moves by South Island councilsto work together. This
makes sense; together wewould be aformidableforce
to lobby central government on important issues.

I would like to finish by saying that this
amalgamation proposal will have an effect on
everyone slives. There have been alot of extravagant
claimssincethe petition wasfirst launched. | urgeyou
to research thisproposal asmuch as possible and, most
importantly, exercise your right to vote along with your
family and friends.

BOOK REVIEWS

The Red Tent, by Anita Diamant, reviewed by Janey Clark. This book is available in the Mapua Library

e Red Tent tells the mostly unknown biblical
story of Dinah, daughter of the patriarch Jacob
and his wife Leah. In Chapter 34 of the book of
Genesis, Dinah staleis a short, horrific episode in
the narrative of Jacob and Joseph.

Anita Diamant has taken this story and told it
from the femal e perspective. Dinah herself narrates
The Red Tent, vividly depicting and celebrating the
life of woman in these ancient times, as shetellsher
life story.

The Red Tent is an actual tent where Dinah and
the other women of Jacob stribe must, according to
ancient law, take refuge when menstruating or giving
birth. After birthing the mother recuperates in this
place for amonth with her newborn baby. The tent

Review mistake

isalso aplace where they gossip about local events,
take care of domestic chores and more importantly
provide mutual support and encouragement to one
another.

| read thisbook when | washeavily pregnant with
my third child and could not help but be envious of
the obvious advantages this femal e community may
have provided for its members.

If you veever wondered how lifemight have been
in biblical times, thisisamust. AnitaDiamant isa
masterful storyteller who cleverly interweaves rich
characters and their relationships with the culture
and religion of that time. It is an absorbing read.
When | read The Red Tent my housework piled up
around me because | could not put the book down.

Readerswill have noticed arather truncated book review of Life on Wheelslast month. It wasin by mistake.
All going well the proper, full-length review will be in the Coastal News next month.



Want to speak with confidence?

f you have ever thought about joining Toastmasters

but thought it would be too scary talking in front of
people you arejust the sort of person who should join.
This is a friendly and supportive way to learn and
overcomeyour fears. Thisisnot aclub for people who
are competent speakers with nothing to learn. It isfor
people who have something to learn, who want to
practicethe art of effective communication. Sure some
in the club are better than others but we need a mix of
experience to run the club successfully. Come along
for three nights for free and see if you like it. No
obligation.

Toastmasters will teach you to listen objectively,
speak with confidence and evaluate your peers asyou
watch them present a speech. You ll learn all about
impromptu speaking and having fun while doing that.
Toastmasters isn t just about delivering a speech, it s
about |earning to becoming acompetent communi cator.
Once you have become a competent communicator
there is the opportunity to learn the art of specialty

speeches, being an entertaining speaker, technical
presentations, story-telling, interpersonal
communication and more.

Another side to Toastmasters is leaning to
become an effective leader. You will practice your
leadership skills each week preparing for, organising
and conducting meetings and motivating others to
help themselves. Leadership takes practice and
Toastmastersis agreat and supportive environment
for doing this.

Join any time! Toastmasters is open to anyone
18 years and older. It s al about opening doors to
opportunities, aclub where you can learn somevery
valuable skills about listening, speaking and
|eadership. Toastmasters M otuekameetsthefirst and
third Wednesday night of the month 7.15pm at the
Band hall, Motueka. For moreinformation give your
local girl Ella Evans a call on 540-2212 or our
membership guy Glyn Lewis-Jones on 03 528-9474
or email glynlewisjones@gmail.com

Fund-raising continues for the Hall

ease respond generously to the MapuaHall fund-

raiser flyer coming to mail-boxes soon. The hall
has been akey part of the Mapuacommunity for many
yearsand it stimeto repay thewear and tear and make
it fit for purpose for the future. The Mapua Hall
Committee has managed to maintain a strong
partnership with the Tasman District Council and a
commitment to improvethehall isstill inthe council s
costings. Thisiswith the proviso that the community
raises a part of the cost.

Many people of asked how and when they can best
help, and the time has now come to grow the fund
through personal or family donation or subscription.
Please see your flyer for details or ring Graeme
Stradling 540-2050 for amail-out flyer. Remember that
your donation is tax-deductible and the Hall Society
is a charitable trust. There has been a very positive
response and many donated hours from local
professional s and experts asthe committee refinesthe
plans and details the planning and building
applications. Thank youto al concerned so far. Come
on Mapual

The Mapua Hall will be getting a handsome hand
from Greg Olsens Sir Greg s Collectibles in its
transformation into an American Music Hall for this
month s fun night, Shall We Dance? . Flags, wagon
wheels, Wild West shotgun welcomes, we get it

together for dance night like no other, (except maybe
if you were in Montana in 1952). American food
and drink will be available, super hotdogs and ice-
cold homemade lemonade, amongst the offering.

The MapuaHall fund-raising has been busy over
the summer with a series of events and fundraisers.
SHALL WE DANCE?is on Saturday 10 March at
7pm and it promises to be another excellent night.
Aswell ascelebrating theold hall, all American fun,
dance and great music, we are also giving the
beautiful hardwood floor a nostalgic workout, back
to the good old days of Dances at the Hall on
Saturday Night .

Members of the Nel son square dancing and round
dancing club will demonstrate their movesand some
of the region s best callers will warm us up. Later
we rock and roll. Prizes and surprises will feature
during the evening to create a family friendly fun
night out.

Food and refreshment will be sold from the

Canteen ; hotdogs, snacks, popcorn with
refreshments including homemade Ilemonade,
American beer, tea and coffee. Entry is by ticket or
at the door. $10 adult or $25 family. Proceeds go to
the Hall Renovation Project.

Please ring Graeme at 540-2050 for further
information.



Tasman School

he beginning of 2012 brings with it some

iting new developments for Tasman School .Have
alook at our new website . www.tasman.school.nz.
Our redesigned school entranceisnear completion with
aspacious reception area and stylish office, staffroom
and workroom. This latest building venture
compliments the already upgraded classrooms and
pool, leaving our school looking at its best. We will be
officially opening our new look areain the coming
weeks. Thisdate will be posted on our facebook page
- http://www.facebook.com/TasmanSchool

Feel freeto come and join us.

Along with a number of new families to Tasman
thisterm we al so welcome our new teacher Annabelle
Armstrong. She has made a fantastic start in Room 2
and we are looking forward to benefiting from the
expertise she has devel oped, leading numeracy training
for teachers across the region.

Abel Tasman Camp

Our seniors, having just returned from Wellington last
term, are wasting no timein hitting the great outdoors
for their Abel Tasman Camp. After experiencing what
city life has to offer, we will be setting our sights on
abseiling, kayaking, tramping, orienteering and much,
much more.

Itisalwaysalot of fun and agreat chanceto get to
know each other better.

Thisyear weareparticularly fortunate to be heading
out to Tongalsland to snorkel the marine reserve under
the expert guidance of Megan Wilson, who runs the
EMR (Experiencing Marine Reserves) programme.
This will give our school leaders the opportunity to
see first-and the positive effect that their local marine
reserve is having in supporting marine biodiversity.
As part of our learning we will be planning our own
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tasmanschool

project to help protect and preserve our waterways. We
have alot to look forward to.

The Great Muddy Buddy Event

We are busy planning for Muddy Buddiesaswell. This
isour major fund-raiser and fantastic community event,
sofind afriend and plan your outfit. 18 March. Tasman
School. Register from 9.30am. Everyone welcome
pass the word! See www.muddybuddy.co.nz
Centennial 2013

Although 2013 still seemsalong way off we are seeking
past students and community memberswho could help
us to plan our centennial celebrations. If that sounds
like you, we look forward to your call, or better till,
drop in, take a look around and be impressed with all
that is happening in our great little school.

We have a great staff, fantastic children and a
wonderful community all ensuring we are of f toa
wonderful new year of learning and fun.

Susan Shand



Animal Health File

Dr. Paula Short, Tasman Bay Vets, 69 Aranui Road, Mapua, ph 540-2329

Skin Cancers in Cats

espite the fact that we have had a decidedly

average summer in terms of sunshine hours, | am
sure that we have all been dslip, slop and slapping on
those summer days where the sun has come out. Spare
athought for our sun-loving feline friends who don t
have the options for sun protection that we do.

Cats can get skin cancer too. In fact in white cats
and cats with white noses and white ear tipsit is very
common and is called a squamous cell carcinoma. On
the nose thefirst lesions seen often appear like asmall
ulcer or scratch injury that is not healing. On the ear
tips the precancerous changes are commonly crusting
and red patches and the ear tips may begin to curl over.
Sometimes there is also hair |oss.

Squamous cell carcinomas carry a pretty good
prognosisin cats. They don t tend to spread to other
areas of the body so if caught and treated early the
outcomeis usually favourable. For tumours on the ear
tips the best treatment is surgical resection of the
affected area of the ear.

For noses things can get a bit more complicated.
If we get lesions early then by far the most cosmetic
and cheapest treatment is called cryosurgery. This
involves a general anaesthetic and freezing the
cancerous cells with liquid nitrogen to destroy them.
Occasionally cancers will reappear in the same or a
neighbouring site and so repetition of the treatment
is required. Larger lesions may require surgical
resection of the affected parts of the nose. Asyou can
imagine this can be pretty difficult, costly and
unsightly in acat, so it is not commonly done.

While it would be nice to say that prevention is
better than cure good luck keeping your cat out of
the sun between the hours of 10am and 4pm, popping
a hat on him or stopping him licking off sunscreen!
The best that you can do isto keep aclose eye out for
any unusual skin changes on the nose, ears and even
eyelids of your cat and bring him down for a check
up if anything is amiss.

Summer isso tiring



Out and About with Hugh

leaginous: Let sstart with wordsthismonth. Did

you look in your dictionary? No! OK, itsan
adjectiveand is pronounced (oh-lee-gj-uh-nuhs). From
theLatin; oleaginous . (of anolivetree). First known
use, 1634. Meanings: (1) Resembling or having the
properties of oil: oily; aso, containing or producing
oil. Origins: middle English, middle French
(oleagineux). (2) Other meanings: Marked by an
offensively ingratiating manner or quality. Eg,
adulatory, gushy, fulsome, soapy, unctuous and a few
others. Whoopee! The perfect word to describe some
of those who are pontificating in the Nelson Mail on
the Nelson/Tasman amalgamation proposal.

Regarding the proposal: In my opinion,

representation is the real issue. In particular rural
representation. Why isnobody talking about the value-
added effect on our area from the income that comes
from our very largerural areas? Anditisavery large
contribution to the wealth of the area. That s mostly
Tasman, but Nelson isnt all just urban either.
Representation should be decided on something more
than population density and head count. We must give
adequate recognition to the very significant importance
of our rural areas.

Onething for certain; the battlelinesare drawn and

the big guns are already shooting. There will be alot
more discussion (and pontificating) this month. Hey
out there! Are you listening? More fodder to digest
before you make up your mind yes or no.
Mapua Hall Fund-raiser: Swing Mapua  Aspire
Big Band visit, 24/25 February. Did you attend either
or both the programmes? Were they well attended?
Was the Fund-raiser a success? Why am | asking?
Because the Coastal News copy deadlineisthe 20th of
the preceding month so | can only hope the Hall
Committee seffortsare going to be successful and their
$5000 goal for the week-end is achieved.

Chairperson Tord Kjellstrom and the Hall
Committee members and many other volunteers are
contributing their time and effort to maketherebuilding
of our Mapua Community Hall happen. The TDC
allocation of $800,000 towards the rebuilding project
depends upon our community raising $200,000. Help
with a donation to Mapua Public Hall Society Inc.
Development Account to Westpac account No. 03-
0693-0124689-25

Your donation is tax-deductible. The Hall Society
wants to acknowledge donors with thanks. However,
you may remain anonymousif that isyour preference.
MapuaLibrary Literary Festival: SOAR AGAIN
23-35March. Starting with aCocktail Party the evening
of the 23rd, Writing Workshops & Story Time on

Saturday the 24th and finishing witha Caf@ OOH! LA!
LA! on Sunday the 25th, thisis acommunity event not
tobemissed. For the programme and bookings contact
Sue England at 540-2934 or email her at
slad2as3@xtra.co.nz This fund-raising event for our
Mapua Community Library is worthy of your full
support.
Dominion Flats: Two yearsago thisland wasmuchin
the news The Dominion Flats stream was to be
rel ocated to accommodate construction of the Ruby Bay
by-pass. Our local school children, concerned local
residents and Conservation Department staff joined to
relocate the marine life of the stream. Dominion Flats
was to be a dedicated environmental and conservation
area. Today it a disgraceful mess, overgrown with
blackberry, broom, etc, and the stream effectively
blocked. In short thisland and its stream is reverting
into awilderness. How have we allowed thissituation
to develop from a worthwhile environmental project
into an overgrown and neglected area. Aside from
ourselves, who is else is responsible for allowing this
to happen? The NZ Transport Agency, the Tasman
District Council, Opus Consultants and Darroch Ltd
Property Management Servicesal are responsible.
Darroch Ltd In particular is responsible for the
Dominion Flats area. There is much more to come to
come to light on this sad story of neglect and lack of
attention. | will have moreto say about this next month.
Mapua Community Assaociation: Our Mayor Richard
Kempthorne, TDC councillorsand TDC staff members
will be attending the Community Association meeting
this month to present and discuss the District Council
Long Term Plan. Thisis of particular interest to all
ratepayersthisyear in view of the council budget crisis
created by two years of extensive flood damage in the
Tasman District. Please mark your calendars and plan
to attend. The date is 12 March. The meeting will
begin with a Public Forum at 7pm and a TDC
presentation at 7:30pm in the Super Room of the Mapua
Community Hall.
Waterfront Park: Lets go to the ark for a picnic.
How about the new Waterfront Park? OK? No? No!
No shade, no toilet facilities, no benches. Not abrilliant
start to our new park. Bad timing! No money!
Disappointing! Be patient and just remember this: it
wasn t so long ago that the TDC was going to flog off
the entire site.
Sewage Treatment Plant: Under construction this
month. Some disruptions at the wharf access (Aranui
Road). More patience for two to three months.
Word for April: eccedentiast.

Hugh Gordon



Marua CoMBINED PrOBUS

he club s guest speaker for the first meeting of

the year in February was John Marchbanks, the
former manager of Oakwoods Retirement Village in
Richmond, who trained to be a registered nurse in
Australia.

Retirement villages started in Florida, USA, and
in New Zealand in the early 1960s. A big incentiveto
move to a village was loneliness after the loss of a
partner. There are opportunities to become involved
in various social interests within the village
community. Another consideration was the inability
or unwillingness to manage the former family home
and grounds.

John spoke about the changes to Oakwoods since
his early involvement. The original village had some
impressive gardens that the tenants could enjoy. With
theincreasing demand for retirement accommodation
the gardenswerelost to the devel opment of new villas.
With theincreasing ageing popul ation there would be
an ongoing demand for retirement accommodation.

John also spoke on retirement homes such as
Whareamain Stoke, where the service by staff wasto
provide a24/7 serviceto their clients. The mgjority of
clients would have a major handicap that restricted
their independence, such as dementia or a stroke. A
similar service was not available in most retirement
villages.

John answered avariety of questions at the end of
his talk. One comment made was the ultimate
retirement lifestyle which was to have a permanent
cabin on a cruise liner. John pointed out that some
cruise companies do make some permanent cabins
available for the wealthy retirees.

Club member Valerie Roche, gaveamini talk, with
the use of her video, on her professional lifeasadance
tutor. During her time in Omaha, Nebraska, Valerie
took akeen interest in dancing, and in particular ballet.
It was in 1975 when she gained her Royal Academy
of DanceAdvanced Teacher sCertificate. She became
amember of the Royal Dance Academy at the age of

18, and wasawarded lifemembershipin 2004 . 1n 1999
a 20-minute video was made, and introduced by Bill
Kelly of Nebraska Public Broadcasting.

The video, The Joy of Dance, followed the
devel opment of apiece of choreograph which waspart
of the larger production by the Omaha Academy of
Ballet s Sleeping Beauty recital. The piece of
choreography was the final requirement for
certification to gain the Associate Diploma of The
Imperia Society for Teacher s of Dance.

The video showed Valerie instructing a small
class of adults and taking ballet classes for severa
groups of children. Valerie is still involved with
dancing, taking ballet classes within the Nelson
district.

David Higgs

PANZ »

he month of February started with a“

rush thisyear aswe organised atwo-
day framing workshop on the Sunday and Monday prior
to our opening Tuesday on the 14th. The workshop
was booked out and Lance Trolle had his patience
pushed to the limit trying to help new attendees and
helping out with mistakes . It wasalot of fun aswell
as educational, and a number of works were framed
for our annual exhibition.

Our first Tuesday for theyear proved to beacracker,
with two visitorsand alarge turnout of members. Over
the Christmas break, members had been given apicture
to paint which must not look like the original. Some
wonderful paintingswere displayed from thischallenge
and already, members are looking forward to the next
one.

At theend of March, the national PANZ convention
and Purely Pastel Art Awards will be held in
Blenheim. Thiswill be a 10th anniversary of the birth
of PANZ and a group of about 20+ members from
Nelson area are all booked to attend. Some will also
be exhibiting.

The 5th annual Top of the South pastel art
exhibition was held on the 25th and 26th February so
we will have al the results for you in the next edition
of the Coastal News. Don t forget that you are always
welcometo pop in on aTuesday morning at the Mapua
Hall to seewhat we do. Contact Glenys Forbes on 540-
3388.



Mahana School

at a busy time the beginning of the term
[ It
isgreat to be back into school, and | m sure
many parents are breathing a sigh of relief!
Our school year began with thewelcoming of five-
year-old Renee Huxford in Piwakawaka Classand
Jude Heath who is teaching in Kereru Class. | m
sure thefirst day for both of them wasabig event
intheir lives and it was great to welcome them as
new members of our school community. Thefirst
year at school isaspecia and very important time,
and at Mahana we are really lucky to enjoy a
teacher-learner ratio that alows each student to
really develop a relationship with the teachers. |
know that the Mahana five and six-year-olds get the
time and attention they need to feel happy and secure,
and to learn.

The focus for our senior class, Kotuku , isfacing
your challenges together, so during the second week
of school the class worked together to build rafts that
they then paddlied from Grossi Point, past the Mapua
wharf, to the Mapua Leisure Park. The rafts were
constructed from tyres, manuka and rope, and the
students produced some remarkably sea-worthy
vessels. Some went for voluntary swims, but the
teamwork on display was excellent. It was great to
see the senior students take on leadership roles and
the fun was obvious. The class then spent the night in
and around the Upper Moutere Church Hall. Thanks
to Upper Moutere School for allowing usto use their
pool, and to the church itself for allowing us to ring
the church bell! (sorry neighbours) Playing spotlight
around the church was a highlight for the kids and is
an experience that they will never forget.

Our Middle Class, Kereru, isenjoying their time
with Ms Heath. They are preparing for the swimming
sports and are putting in some great training. Jude (Ms
Heath) is busy organising and planning and teaching
and has already made a big contribution to our school.

We are soon embarking on awhol e school wakaama
experience at Kaiteriteri as part of our Heroes study.
We will be working with world champion Clair Sykes
who will be our hero for the day. We are lucky to be
ableto take on whole school experiencesthat we think
are avery specia and important time for our students.

Wewill be continuing our Superb Kids Challenge
home-learning programme this year. The students
complete a set of real-life challenges at home such as
preparing dinner for the family, helping out someone
in need, or taking on a challenge in order to win the
very specia Mahana Challenge Bandsthat can beworn
with pride. These have proved to be areally positive
focus for the students and their families and are
celebrated with the whole school at our Friday
assemblies.

The other big development thisterm is
theintroduction of aclubs programme each
Thursday afternoon. Thisterm the students
from Year 1 to 6 get to take part in arange
of activities including movie making,
animation, cooking, art, and discovery time,
while our Year 7 and 8 students will be
geocaching. Each student will get achoice
of two activities every term and we hope
to introduce and extend our range of
activities as the year progresses.

And there is more to come. Please
remember that familiesarewelcometo visit
us anytime, or check out our new website
at www.mahana.school.nz, or check out our
class blogs.

Justin Neal, Principal



MAPUA LIBRARY

es, itisnow March: Soar Again Literary Festival
month.

Storiesand limericks are now with the judges. Make
sure of your place in the writers workshops and
encourage any children interested in story writing to
join the children s programme with Melanie and the
afternoon of music, reading and poetry for younger
children led by Craig Smith and Anna Crosbie too.

Tickets are available now and selling well for the
opening on Friday 23rd with Joe Bennett and for the
Sunday Caf@ Ooh La La on 25th with Jenny Patrick,
Vanda Symond, David Young and Joe Bennett.

Dont miss out!! Contact Sue England on 540-
2934to order your tickets and then you can pick them
up and pay for them at thelibrary during opening hours.

The library committee wishes to thank the Mapua/
Ruby Bay and District Community Trust for its grant
to the library for the replacement of children s books.
These favourites just wear out with use, not misuse,
and would be sadly missed without the grant to replace
them.

MAPUA Bowling Club

The Write Bias

Arrangements made during the past few months
came to fruition on Tuesday 31 January when
Mapua hosted a group of touring bowlers from the
Canterbury region. Thiswas a highly successful day
with a guided tour around the district, lunch, tea
and aspot of bowling! Three clubsfromtheAshburton
areajoined forces for seven daysto visit clubsin the
Nelson district.

Ashburton is fortunate; none of their greens have
been damaged by the recent earthquakes. Central
Christchurch has been less lucky. Many bowling
greens are now unplayable and Mapuawas pleased to
support a national initiative, Caps for Canterbury ,
to raise funds for bowls restoration.

The ladies at Mapua have completed al their club
championship matches and the men are not far behind.
We can now look forward to the presentation of the
silverware and annual polish! Some of our winners
will now go forward to the Nelson District Champion
of Champions events and we wish them all every
SUCCESS.

For any information about bowling please contact
the secretary, Jean Daubney (543-2765) or the
president, Dave England (540-2934).

Sue England
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Community Library

There seems to be misunderstanding about our
magazine section. Here is how it works; Magazines
with the BLUE stickers, in the boxes, are issued just
likethe books. Magazineswith the WHITE stickers,
on the shelves, patrons may borrow. They are ot
entered in the computer,but we do want them back
for others to borrow.

Then when the shelves get too full or magazines
are outdated magazines are put in the basket by the
foyer. These magazines are giveawaysfor patronsto

keep.

Eileen Dobbie
Hours: Open every afternoon
Monday: 2.00 4.30pm
Tuesday: 2.00 4.30pm

Wednesday:  2.00- 6.30pm
Thursday: 10.00 - 12.30pm; 2 4.30pm
Friday: 2.00 4.30pm
Saturday 2.00 4.30pm



Open Day at Prize-winning Planting Project

n open day to show progress at Mapua
Wetland andTanes Ark is being
planned for Saturday 31 March.
Visitors will be welcome at both native forest
restoration sites from 1pm to 3.30pm, and
there will be explanatory displays, and an
opportunity to walk round both sites, or to
take a guided tour
MapuaWetland is now in its seventh year
since restoration planting of native trees,
shrubs and grasses was started and growth
rates there have been surprisingly good.
Access around the wetland has been
improved with the construction of a new
bridge, and substantial improvement of an
existing one. Better pathways and a new
entrance area are being developed. Friends of Mapua ‘atland members Judy Mitchell, Janaymor and
The wetland, adjacent franui Park, is on privatédenry Fisher take a pew on a clever new bridge designed and built
land, has a Queen Elizabeth Il protective covenant,@ndens. It will be in use on the Open Day on 31 Ntar

in 2009 was awarded a Plant Conservation Netwogk, ncil. |t incorporates a cycle-walkway path, which

award for best community project. In the same yari; js hoped will linkAranui Park to Higgs Roadlhe

was also co-winner of tiasman-Nelson Envikward . 1o may also form part of the GréisteTasman

for best community project. It is administered by aﬂegional cycle trail.

incorporated societyhe Friends qf Mapu@/etland. For the open day on 31 March, it is planned to show
From November last year till Februalapua g,me of the results from a new project at the wetland,

Wetland featured in an exhibition of photos displayegds,yey of native species conducted by schoolchildren

at the Mapua Libraty that shows more than 100 f@ifent species of animals,

The other native planting projecffaneS Ark in  jnsects and fish that live in the wetlarfthe study is
Aranui Park, was inthe news late last year when Mapidhported by thivorld Wildlife Fund.

School won th&asman Nelson EnvirAward for best If 31 March is wet, the Open Day will be held on
school conservation project in the regiditer the Sunday afternoon, April.
schoolchildren have been planting for morarttiwo David Mitchell
years, some trees have grown to a height of about two
metres.

TanesArk is a joint project involving Mapua School,
the Friends of Mapu&Vetland, andTasman District



