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The long-awaited, often delayed Ruby Bay by-pass
project has started at last with the first scoop of
earth being lifted near Dominion Road on 15

October by the MP for West Coast-Tasman, Damien
O�Connor.
Not everyone in the Mapua-Ruby Bay area is in favour
of the project, saying the $21.8 million it is expected to
cost could be better spent elsewhere or that the area will
become a backwater and the existing road will fall into
disrepair.

There is no doubt the new road will make a difference.
Whether for better or worse only time will tell. On the
positive side it will reduce the amount of traffic through
Ruby Bay which includes two hills and a tricky corner
near a school, as well as a popular beachfront stopping
place. Regular commuters between Motueka and

Richmond or Nelson will appreciate the shortened route
and heavy trucks and buses will save fuel and time.

One local resident who has made no secret of the
being in favour of the project is Hugh Gordon.  He has
kept up the pressure on the Tasman District Council
and politicians and kept readers of the Coastal News
informed of the state of play. Ironically he used to live
on the main road at Ruby Bay and was subject to
incessant traffic noise, but moved recently to Dawson
Road�not far from where the new road will be.
However, he is hopeful that he won�t be affected.

Hugh was at the official opening ceremony and
agreed to supply the Coastal News with a brief history
of the project to date and photographs he took at the
ceremony. We have provided a map of the overall
scheme and diagrams of four of the main intersections.

By-pass work starts at last

A long chain of events is drawing to a close with the
awarding of the Ruby Bay by-pass contract to

Long history behind new road - by Hugh Gordon

Downer EDi Works
In the early 1900s, what we now know as State

Highway 60 did not exist.  Its fore-
runner was an unpaved track which
meandered its way from Appleby to
Motueka.  Dusty and rough in summer,
muddy and sloppy in winter.

A few facts about this road which
may be of interest:

Until about 1973, the present
Moutere Highway was State Highway
60.  The road from Motueka to
Richmond via Tasman, Ruby Bay and
Appleby was the Coastal Road.  It
was maintained and  administered by
the Waimea County, now the Tasman
District Council.  After 1973 the
Coastal Road became SH60 and has
been maintained and administered by
the National Roads Board, then Transit

Some of the officials and guests on the Dominion Road site.
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NZ, etc, and now Transit NZ has been amalgamated
into the newly formed NZ Transport Agency (NZTA).

There was no direct road connection to Mapua/
Ruby Bay until 1916, then the Waimea County had a
road constructed from Upper Moutere through
Gardners Valley and on to Mapua via Seaton Valley.

The Bluff Road which overlooks the McKee
Reserve was constructed in 1917-18 and made a more
direct road connection between Ruby Bay and Tasman.
Prior to 1962 the road from Tasman to Motueka wound
in and out along the foreshore of the Kina Inlet, turned
inland at the Moutere River and joined the then SH60
at Jubilee Bridge in Lower Moutere, and on to
Motueka.

In 1962, the Waimea County undertook to re-align
the roadway from Tasman to Motueka.  It was done
on a budget of £15,000 a year covering about two miles
each year.  The existing bridge over the Moutere Inlet
was built and the existing roundabout constructed at
the east end of High Street at the finish of the project.
Most of the old route still exists in the form of the
various �loop� roads running of f the highway.

By the 1960s the roadway from Appleby through to
Mapua had been upgraded and sealed.  The concept
of a bridge over the Waimea Estuary channel off Grossi

Point and a level road down Rabbit Island finishing
at Appleby had been abandoned after lack of any
sort of support from the governments of the day.

Until the early 1990s there were no significant
changes to SH60. At that point, Transit NZ decided
to address the winding nature of the road.  There
were no passing lanes or turn-outs which made it
pretty slow going during the fruit-harvesting period
in particular.  In the 90s the highway was upgraded
and re-aligned,  first from O�Connors Bridge at
Appleby to
Maisey Road
and then from
Maisey Road to
Trafalgar Road.

During this
period, there
was a growing

recognition
within the
Tasman District
C o u n c i l
thatMapua and
Ruby Bay were
becoming a
s i g n i f i c a n t
population and
growth area.  It
was also

Long history behind new road contd:

Damien O�Connor speaking at
the opening ceremony.

i n c r e a s i n g l y
apparent that
SH60 was

almost within the heart of the area and, from a
community viability and planning perspective, this was
the wrong place for the highway. Transit NZ too was
well aware of the growing problem.

So began a period of discussion and consultation
between local residents, the TDC and Transit NZ.
Transit then initiated a more concentrated
consultation 1998/1999.  Works Consultancy Services
initiated a �possible route� assessment for a by-pass
around the Mapua-Ruby Bay area.  Six options were
put forward, including a �do the minimum�.  After
two public meetings (with over 200 at each),
numerous meetings, individual and public submissions
etc, a route (option 6) was decided upon.

By 2002, planning, design, purchase of rights-of-
way were completed and Transit was ready for
tenders from potential roading contractors.  At that
point,  the government in its wisdom decided that
funding for an $11 million road should be cancelledDeborah Hume, Regional Director of the NZ Transport

Agency, on the excavator with Damien O�Connor at the
controls, and Trevor Norris.
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and funds diverted to Auckland as an area of �greater
need.�

Most of us are aware that from 2002 until May of
2006 when the government announced a $900 million
road funding program, the Ruby Bay by-pass was a
dead issue.

However, let�s not forget that now the road is costing
another $10 million-plus than in 2002.  Transit had to
virtually start from scratch�completely new design
plans, modified routing, and rights-of-way adjustments.
They only just squeaked in time-wise to avoid new
resource consents.  Perish the thought of what that
would have cost in time and money.

The bottom line?  We�re getting the road.  I say
thank you to all who have supported and promoted the
project.

NB. I am indebted to Jim Wareing, ex TDC roading
engineer, Jack Andrew, TDC staff member, and
posthumously to Bernard Wells of Mapua, author of
�Labour of Love� a History of the Moutere Hills Area
served by the Port of Mapua, for facts and figures and
items of interest in the above.

Long history behind new road contd:

Cr Trevor Norris, Hugh Gordon, and Damien
O�Connor, MP
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