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At present the hall committee is meeting
frequently to push ahead with hall development
business. For those members involved in hall

management, fund-raising and the hall planning process
it has meant five meetings in the last month so it is
quite busy when you add all the work that needs to be
done around these meetings.

The hall planning process was never going to be easy
as there are almost as many opinions as there are people
involved in it. Much of the work so far, has centred on
how we may get a very good result for our community
by retaining some of the key spaces in our present hall.
If this were the development option chosen it would
mean upgrading and smartening up some of the existing
spaces as well as demolishing the very sub-standard
parts, building new and extending. There are certainly
some major advantages in this line of thinking, not the
least of which are:

1)    Minimising the potential costs of our upgrade
2)   Maintaining a facility where most existing hall

users will be able to continue their activities while the
upgrade is going on.

Pulling together a design brief has been more
difficult than I expected, largely because there has not
been universal acceptance that this is the logical next
step in the development process. I said this was what
we were working on in last month�s Coastal News and
have to report that the design brief is still in its infancy.
However, I fully expect to be able to report more
positively in next month�s edition.
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Fund-raising has got away to a most unpromising
start. It began with a stall and door collection at the
Garden Club Spring Show. We would like to thank the
Garden Club for this opportunity but the rain arrived at
a critical time and people obviously decided to stay at
home.

Our fund-raising launch, a community dance, will
be all over by the time this article goes to print but at
the time of writing, with only five days to go, it looks
as if we may have to cancel. The dance had been widely
advertised and the committee had been selling tickets
through our personal contacts but support was very
disappointing. Maybe we chose the wrong type of event
or people are just too busy. Unless there is a late rush
on tickets, we are likely to come out of this venture
with a loss. I hope by next month, I can report that the
event went ahead and that the hall development fund
came out on the right side of the ledger.

Local fund-raising is an essential component of
upgrading our hall. None of the funding agencies, and
this includes the Tasman District Council, will provide
funding unless the community raises some significant
capital towards the project. We do not at present have
the necessary capital and if we can�t raise money, all
the planning in the world won�t see any improvement
in our community hall.

Richard Bullock, chairman, Mapua Hall Committee

Voluntary organisations are invited to apply to the Mapua/Ruby Bay and District Community Trust for
a grant.  Applications will be considered in November and should be in by 1 November.  Application

forms can be obtained from the secretary (ph 540-3203) or the treasurer (ph 540-3642) and returned to PO
Box 19, Mapua 7048.

Grants will usually be less than $300 but this may be varied at the discretion of the trustees.

Applications for Grants

PS: Subsequent to submitting this report, Richard
has resigned from the hall committee and as
chairman.



The exact location of a waste pump station in the
Waterfront Park was of concern to some people, the

Mapua & Districts Community Association heard at its
September meeting.

Because there were several interested parties Elena
Meredith proposed the formation of a community
partnering group to liaise with the project manager, Don
Robertson.

 Gary Clark (TDC transportation manager) clarified
how the structures would look in the proposed location
in order to clear up any misconceptions or
misinformation:
      As part of planning design, it was important tocreate
linkage of wharf precinct area and car park area to the
park development as a whole.  Robin Simpson�s design
has done that.  This means the location of the waste
water pump station had to be addressed now and not
later.
      The underground wastewater pump station has been
moved to provide cost savings for the project. Savings
will be used to provide a second structure within the
new waterfront park.  This structure will also be used
to disguise the underground pump station and provide
a bookend treatment to the park and connection to the
wharf area, including interpretative signage.  The
building will be of similar style to the other planned
structure opposite Iwi Street to provide toilet facilities
for the area.
      Some bores will be put down in the new pump
station site to check its suitability as part of this
consented process.
    These changes are designed to enhance the
connection between the different spaces in this area and

Site of pump station clarified
will form the building blocks for the overall
redevelopment of the Mapua Wharf Precinct and
Waterfront Park. Cr Trevor Norriss and Mr Clark agreed
that the outdoor seating area licensed to the adjacent
restaurant (formerly The Smokehouse) would not
impede on any future plans regarding possible the launch
site for cycle-walkway connection to Rabbit Island or
public walking area.

Those present at the meeting were reassured by the
explanation and discussion.  Mr Clark was encouraged
to keep people informed about the consented process
so that they knew what is going on in order to avoid
further misinformation.  This underscored the need for
a partnering working group to work with the project
manager.

FCC health advocacy
A medical officer of health clinic has been established

for those residents who live or lived nearby during
remediation within the area identified by the District
Health Board as potentially having some exposure.   The
support package includes health checks and house
cleaning.  Those concerned should contact Dr Jill
Sherwood, Medical Officer of Health, on 546-1537 for
follow-up.

As part of the Ministry of Health�s support package,
an epidemiology study is also to be undertaken. The
sub-committee tabled two draft letters: one to the
Ministry offering the liaison involvement of Tord
Kjellstrom who is an experienced environmental and
occupational epidemiologist, and the other to the TDC
regarding the waterfront park.

The next meeting of the association will be at 7.30pm
on Monday, 11October, in the Mapua Hall. All welcome.

Edited by Andrew Earlam (advertising) 540-2845, Terry Smith (editorial) 540-3203, and compiled by Barbara Mercer,
540-3022. Views expressed are not necessarily those of the editors.  We aim to have the newsletter out by the 1st of the
month. Deadline for paper copy at the Mapua Store and e-mailed items (preferred) to coastalnews@mapua.gen.nz
is the 20th of the month. Small ads are by gold coin donation in the collection boxes, club notices free.  Printed by the
Tasman District Council.



Garden Notes

October has arrived at last! What can one say
about September except wet, wet, wet? Which

has made it very hard to get a good vegie garden
under way.

I did have a good strike of carrots, but due to the
constant rain and snails I have had to sow again.
However, later sowings often catch up quite quickly.

Parsnips, which require a long growing season,
have just been sown; later than I like, but as I usually
have a poor run with these. I have been fortunate to
be given seed  from Des Gill who assures me
gardeners who grow parsnips from his gatherings
usually do well, so here�s hoping for a better crop as
parsnips bought from supermarkets are always a high
price. Continue to plant and sow all vegies you
choose from now on as the danger of frost is past.

Last year I was most satisfied with my sweet
peppers grown in plastic bags, so have them all
prepared for another season, and will add another
lot of bags for cucumbers (non-trailing) variety, as I

never have success when growing them in the
ground. The heat on the plastic seems to be an
added bonus to their success.

Right now peppers are $3.95 each, so growing
one�s own makes sense. If you have a very warm,
rich spot you might like to try growing a couple of
water melons. You could be pleasantly surprised
how well you might do, and be the envy of your
friends and family. Rich soil and plenty of water
are the main requirements.

Apple, citrus, feijoa, fig, peach, pear, plum,
persimmon and quince trees can still be planted
for late summer and autumn fruiting. Good
drainage is required for young trees.

October is the best month to enjoy visits to
people�s gardens. Do take advantage of this as one
always can glean one or two ideas to add to your
own... May October be a rewarding month.

Barry Highsted

We had a great turn out of members at the
September meeting and welcomed four  visitors.

There were 14 apologies. First up to speak was Max
with his garden notes which was by popular request on
care of our roses. Max shared his spray and fertilizing
programme which is his recipe for healthy, good-looking
blooms and plants.

The guest speaker was local member and
professional photographer Adrian Barrett who wowed
the members with two audio-visuals of his award-
winning photography and gave a very interesting talk

covering some of his history and an insight into some
of his more unusual assignments and adventures.

Another of our members, Des Gill, gave a brief talk
and demonstrated how he creates interesting concrete
garden pots with a difference, decorated with pebbles,
bits of coloured glass and whatever else he can find.
He then kindly donated a finished pot for the auction.

The meeting closed with once again a yummy
afternoon tea, followed by the usual plant auction which
evoked some serious competitive bidding.

Ngaire Barrett, secretary

Coastal Garden Group



Friday, 22nd October, has been given for the
official opening of the Ruby Bay by-pass.

For details on this see Hugh Gordon�s Letter to
the Editor on page 8. Hugh has kindly agreed
to cover the event for the Coastal News, and
this will be run in our November edition.

The Big Day

Fire Brigade
August-September call-outs

Aug 14: Chimney fire at the Tap Ale
House. No fire, someone had put oil on
fire. No action taken.
Sept 2: Shed fire Tahi St. Well involved, brigade put
out.
Sept 3:  Damp down last call.
49 calls year to date

Safety Tip � Change batteries in smoke alarms, check
alarms are working

Ian Woolfe, a station officer at Mapua, is leaving
soon to train as a permanent fire-fighter in Rotorua
for 12 weeks and on competing training will be based
at Nelson Fire station. We wish him good luck in his
new career. Ian will still be a part of Mapua when not
working in Nelson.

Rangers Rugby

The season has now finished. A successful prize-
giving was held on Saturday 4 September. Well

done to all the prize-winners!
Mixed Social Touch rugby has started up on

Thursday nights under lights to keep up the fitness
over the summer. Anyone is welcome to come along.
Gold coin donation.

The Senior team is looking for a forward coach
and manager for 2011. If you�d like to be involved
please contact Mark on 0274 229 949.

Many thanks again to our 2010 sponsors: Moutere
Inn, Richmond Superliquor, Speights, Richmond Hire,
Upper Moutere General Store, George Perry, Pro
Rugby, Sunrise Engineering and Acclaim Finance.

 The photo is of the Past vs Present players� game,
(Levi McPherson from the successful Waimea College
U15 team side) steps Daniel Hyatt, (current Nelson
Bays representative).
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If the growth of interest and number of contributors
to the Coastal News is any indication, then the health
of the community is in good stead.
Compliments are well overdue to the editorial staff,
all volunteers, I understand. The local �rag�  has come
a long way from being a voice of the local
Ratepayers� Association...to a point where the
association no longer contributes.

It�s an unhealthy reality that local body election
candidates outnumbered the residents at the recent
Moutere Ward meeting held at the Mapua village
hall. Perhaps this is a reflection of the community�s
apathetic attitude to ho-hum local-body politics and
ineffective councillors unable to contain escalating
TDC expenditure (and rates rises).

The Health Centre anticipates increased usage in
recognition of the socio-economic stresses that
continue to be placed upon us. Can we cope, or do
we go and live in Hope? Sustainability concepts
seemed to have been lost in the bureaucratic
translation. Have I lost you yet?

In any event, there�s reason to celebrate our
community�s health, and what better way than by
attending our SPRING FLING/BBQ, Thursday 21st
October 5-7pm at  the park...bring your neighbours.

After all, it�s up to us �to keep the lifestyle
humming�.

W K Darling, Ruby Bay

Community Health

The Ministry for the Environment has changed its mind
about cleaning houses around the Fruitgrowers� site in
response to a question at the Health Department report
follow-up meeting. The question was, �Is the dust still
there?�

It�s a concern because the filters on domestic vacuum
cleaners, even a 12 micron Hepa filter, will not pick up
the very small particles that are the most dangerous. It
just puts them through the cleaner and up into the air
again where they can be inhaled. These very small
particles are the ones that the new chemicals that were
being produced in the too-hot dryer stuck to best.

Of course people have cleaned their houses many
times during and after the �clean-up� but it may be that
ordinary cleaning was not able to remove the most toxic
residue from soft furnishings such as carpets and lounge
suites. The dust is also fine enough to be sandwiched
in things like blind and curtain fittings.

The letter about the cleaning, publicised by Nick
Smith (Minister for the Environment), was never sent
to eligible householders separately. It has only been
sent out as an appendix to the document that the Health
Department posted out recently summarising the
responses of the various government departments
involved. It doesn�t explain why there may still be real
health value in cleaning houses at this point.

Don�t assume you are not eligible because you have
not received an individually addressed letter.
Apparently the houses of the Ruby Bay residents
affected by the building of the seawall had the outside
of their houses cleaned as a matter of course when the
work was completed. It would have been a fair and
sensible thing to do in Mapua also.

Jill Reade, Mapua

Winding down the Seaton Valley Road into Mapua,
all those corners at the top are very frustrating. But
once you get to the straight part it is foot-to-floor
and let�s try and get airborne over those three little
humps. The only trouble is someone is going to get
killed and I�ll be really p��d of f if it is me, trying
to get in or out of our drive. That goes for eight or
nine other families running the same gauntlet.

Seaton Valley Road is 80kmh these days. I know
the signs are hard to see, but please make an effort.
There are lots of cyclists and pedestrians in the
weekends and the road is going to be quite busy when
the new highway is opened. Modern cars are fast,
comfortable and quiet and it is easy to forget how
quickly your speed builds up. You will never forgive
yourself if you hit someone.

Mike Shirer, Seaton Valley Road

Speed on Seaton Valley Road

Clean-up concern remains

7
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Good News!  Well ahead of the original schedule of
March 2011, the Ruby Bay by-pass is scheduled to
be open for traffic on 22nd October. �You won�t have
anything to write about, Hugh� Yeah, OK, we�ll see!

The story of the Ruby Bay by-pass has quite a
long and sometimes rather tortured history.  In a way
it is much like a biography which starts with a birth
and a life and finally a death. Euphemistically known
as �passing on� or �passing away�. Whatever. Death
leads somewhere depending upon how you look at it.
In the case of the Ruby Bay by-pass, it is shortly going
to �pass on�. That�s a bit of a pun I suppose. At any
rate it is going to die and just become a part of State
Highway 60.  We even know the date of its death�
22nd October, 2010.  That date is also a birthing date
for the new road. It will be marked by a dual dawn
blessing ceremony by iwi, with a ceremony at each
end of the new road, in future to be known as �T e
Mamaku Drive�.

The NZ Transport Agency will host a mid-morning
ribbon-cutting ceremony at a site on the new highway
near the Tasman end. This will be a chance for all
those officially involved in the project to have their
say.

Public announcements will be made before the day,
such as time etc. Watch out for these if you are
interested in attending this event.
Around and about Mapua

Take your pick. There is that much on the front
burner in Mapua it could be a full-time occupation
just keeping up with developments. Developments?
What are you talking about?  OK, here�s a few to
think about::
Waterfront Park: Our Community Association is
promoting the formation of a �Community
Partnership Working Group� to bring together the
�diverse groups for shared information, consultation
and input�. That�s a quote from a letter to the Mayor
of the TDC.  Hopefully he will act on this request
from the Community Association. Parking signs at
the port now promised before Christmas. Yeah!
Community Hall:  It is encouraging to note the subtle
change in emphasis regarding the future of our Mapua
Hall by the hall committee from a �new hall� and

By-pass�the Last Chapter

nothing else to an in-depth examination of all the
options.  Richard Bullock spells it out in his letter in
the September issue of the Coastal News.
Mapua Health Centre:  Chris Short is to be
congratulated for his September Coastal News front-
page article on the future of our Health Centre. An
important issue for our area.  I hope his report has
been widely read.  It is a critical issue for all of us if
we wish to have a good up-to-date health care facility
in Mapua.  I attended the AGM of the Health Centre
on 21st September. It was not very well attended.
Disappointing when you consider what is at stake.  Liz
Lock was honoured and recognised for her long 20-
years plus association with the Health Centre.  Thank
you and well done Liz.
Gateway Entry Sculpture: Graeme Stradling�s
Coastal Initiative artists� group�s original and
innovative stainless steel sculptures for the two main
gateways to the old Coastal Highway now the Ruby
Coast Drive is an ambitious project. It was kicked off
by artistic inspiration and a generous donation of a
huge sheet of stainless steel from Nelson Pine
Industries.  Good luck to this project.
Amalgamation Petition: Aldo Miccio, Nelson City
Councillor, is persisting in his Nelson City/Tasman
District amalgamation development model under
provisions of the Local Government Act 2002.  In my
view much better cooperation and resource-sharing
between the councils would be better than
amalgamating. The concept is NOT at no cost to
ratepayers and will NOT fairly represent Tasman
District residents.  Please sign the �Hands Of f Tasman�
petition to the Local Government Commission that is
making the rounds.
Down The Track:  By this time next month Mapua,
Ruby Bay and Tasman will be going through a birthing
process all their own,  Being off the State Highway
route means we will be well on the way to becoming a
�destination� rather than a �passing-through� spot on
the map. Interesting and productive things to come.
Hang on to your hats!

Hugh Gordon



Thirteen members of the St John Youth Division in
Mapua are busily making polar fleece blankets to

give to patients at the Jack Inglis Hospital in Motueka.
The blanket project is part of the St John Penguin
�Caring Badge� which encourages the children to
think about the needs of others: caring for the elderly,
the young, the sick and even pets.

�The badge work focuses on becoming caring
individuals in society, making good choices, and the
importance of looking after each other�, says Jane
Andrews, Mapua Youth Division Leader.

The other badges in the Penguin programme for 6
to 8 year olds are Hobbies, Resourceful,
Communications, St John, Safety, Healthy, Games and
First Aid.

�This is an excellent programme for young people;
however we require adult helpers to strengthen the
division�, says Jane. Anyone interested can contact
Jane on 027  229 9080 for more information.

The Mapua St John Penguins meet at Mapua Hall
on Tuesdays from 3.30pm to 4.30pm.

St John Penguins make blankets

It is with great sadness that we at Tasman Bay
Vets say goodbye to our colleague and friend, Dr

Chris McDonald. Chris was tragically killed in the
plane crash at Fox Glacier in September. Many
thanks to all of you who have sent flowers, cards
and messages of condolence to the clinic. It has
really helped us to get through this tough time.

Chris was the kind of vet that would tackle
anything and there was not much he couldn�t do.
His greatest skills were in surgery, particularly
orthopaedic surgery, and he patiently pieced back
together many broken animals over the years. He
was known to all those who worked with him in the
clinic as Dr McBiff, a nickname which not so subtly
alluded to his hatred of clutter and his propensity
to throw stuff out. Sometimes you would go looking
for something you had kept �just in case� you
needed it one day, only to find that Chris had already
chucked it out. Outside of work I believe he was
known as the pussy doctor!

Chris is not one of those people you could ever
replace but in due course we will find a new vet. In
the meantime we are ably supported by Dr Alan
White and by Dr Rachel Colpus, both great mixed
practice vets. Many of you will also have met Dr
Charlotte Foster who has been working with us in
both our Motueka and Mapua clinics since May.

Paula Short

Obituary
Farewell to colleague and friend




