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The state of the Mapua FCC clean-up site
prompted a great deal of sometimes robust
discussion at the August meeting of the Mapua

and Districts Community Association, and it was moved
that the Minister for the Environment be advised that
association members and other members of the public
would not accept the audit report in its present form.
Points raised by those at the meeting included:
  1) The TDC failed the community during the
monitoring process
    2)   The resource consents were not adhered to.
  3) The monitoring of noise levels had been
inadequately responded to.
     4)   What assurance was there that people were better
off now?

It was also moved that the Waterfront Park sub-
committee would prepare an �appropriately worded
letter� to the Minister expressing the views of the
association and the community in general on the matter.

Annette Walker, who lives next to the proposed
waterfront park, said that while the audit report might
be a milestone, she still had concerns about two issues�
what pollution remained above ground level, and the
shape in which the ground had been left.

She could not understand how the two very
important issues were not addressed in the report and
wondered if piles of soil that were above the natural
ground level had still had pollution in them. One pile
was as high as her fence and very close.

 Miss Walker asked the team to consider why that
site was used to dump left-over soil. If there was such
low level of contamination, why was it not removed
from the site altogether?  The residential area on the
western side which would more than likely have
expensive sections for sale now faced a green wall of
polluted soil buried above the natural ground level.   The
next generation will be asking, �what on earth were
they thinking?�  In 40 years time that soil will have to
go!  This sorry saga was not finished.

Clean-up outcome provokes debate
Cr Trevor Norriss responded that the suggestion of

moving some of that soil to underneath the Ruby Bay
by-pass would require consent and furthermore, the
agency concerned in that project would not even
entertain that notion.  He reminded the meeting that the
Tasman District Council wanted to move the soil
originally but the community would not allow it.

Elena Meredith, leader of the Waterfront Park sub-
committee, strongly supported Miss Walker�s comments
and concerns.  The re-contouring required to achieve an
acceptable plan made it difficult with the site the way it
had been left.  This concern had been identified through
the TDC and at association meetings on a number of
occasions.  It had been a major frustration for those
involved.

�It� s not OK to just tell us now, after all those years
and dollars, that we just have to take it and suck it! The
community has worked very hard to create something
we can all use and celebrate.  As it currently is, it cannot
be developed and neighbours have the additional
problem of having it right next to their properties.�

Dennis Bush-King said that it was a cost issue; a
question of whether the community was prepared to dig
deeper to find more money.  As far as the waterfront
development was concerned, it was down to dollars.

Mrs Meredith refuted that suggestion: �Lobbing a
big pile from the west side to the east side was simply
the wrong thing to do�This is one time when basically
cost be damned, the council is going to have to eat crow,
instead of making the community accept it, admit a
mistake has been made. It�s a mistake that needs to be
fixed.�

She added that it should be in the audit report.  �Since
it is not and since the Government has put money into
some outlying issues for that site, it should be in the
audit report and the Government should earmark some
money for moving the soil.�

Representing the Ministry for the Environment and
the Tasman District Council were guest speakers Todd
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A  formidable line-up of leaders
and decision-makers greeted residents who

attended the public release of  the audit report
for the Fruitgrowers� chemical Works site on 31
July. Among those on the panel of expert speakers
were from left:  TDC environment and planning
manager Dennis Bush-King, Environment Minister
and Nelson MP Nick Smith, Tasman District Mayor
Richard Kempthorne, Ministry for the Environment
chief executive Dr Paul Reynolds, and the

VIPs attend site announcement

Krieble, Bruce Croucher, Jenny Easton and Dennis
Bush-King. They responded to a number of questions.

Mr  Bush-King noted that the Parliamentary
Commissioner�s report conceded there were lapses.
While it was important to know and to talk about the
audit report and the results, �it� s not about going back
but to focus on the site, its condition and its intended
use.�

Ms Eason pointed out there was to be monitoring
processes which involved additional testing of
sediment samples, oxygen levels etc. These would be
benchmarked against ongoing monitoring.
Groundwater contamination would also have
continued monitoring � samples would be taken and
if something was required, remediation would be done
by experts.  The council certainly wanted to report

that process back to the community.  However, it
was important to provide that information in context
with earlier results to make it understandable and
not trivial.  There would be an approximate two-
month timeframe for that process to get under way.
She suggested that when that information was
available it could be made known through the
association and posted on the TDC�s environment
website for general viewing.

The Health Report was meanwhile awaited.  The
officials compiling that report were the same
involved in pandemic and seasonal flu planning, the
latter having to be given priority. The awaited
Department of Labour report would use some of the
data in the health report.

More Community Association News on p23.

Clean-up contd

chairperson for the meeting, West Coast-
Tasman MP Chris Auchinvole.

The meeting proved a testing affair for the
experts, with many residents there criticising the
clean-up process and airing concerns about the
additional quantities of contaminated soil that
had been dumped on the proposed Waterside
Park site, on the  eastern side of Tahi Sreet.



Garden Notes

The Coastal Garden Club celebrated its 5th birthday
at the Annual General meeting on 6th August in the

main Mapua hall, preceded by a fantastic lunch. The
club members did a great job bringing lots of excellent
and tasty food. Special thanks to Anne-Marie, who did
a wonderful job organising the festivities. The meeting
was attended by 49 members. First on the agenda was a
discussion of the questions from the Coastal Initiative
Group regarding the naming of the new area of coastline
created after the by-pass is finished. The club is still
solvent; in fact it is a very healthy state and made a
small profit last year.

Barry presented his chairman�s report, where he
thanked everyone for their support throughout the year.
He recollected the highlights of the year, one coming
to mind was the meeting held in Aranui park. And the
lowlights: the gale-force winds at the Christmas party,
where we had to hang on to our hats and to the tent
guyropes to stop the tents blowing away. He especially
thanked Anne-Marie, who is stepping down from the
committee after five years of dedicated service to the
club, and Diana who was also a founding member of
the club.

The outgoing committee then stood down, and
incoming committee were elected. Five of the existing

committee stood for re-election and three new
committee members were elected.

Anne-Marie then presented the results of the Bloom,
Cluster and Shrub competition for the year. We had a
tie for first place, with Barry and Richard with equal
points and Jenny Ralfe a close third. There was no
competition for August, but still we had an impressive
assortment of plants. Barry explained the more unusual
of these, and a prize was award to anybody who could
identify one of the most unusual. We broke for tea at
3pm and had the richest birthday cake imaginable to
celebrate the club�s 5th birthday.

To wrap up, various travellers in the club spoke of
their recent journeys, with Judith talking about her trip
round Europe and Croatia, Ann-Marie about her
tropical cruise, and Barry entertained us with his
experiences of flooding in Australia.

At the September 3rd meeting we will hold our
Spring Show competition in the Mapua Hall. Floral
entries will be accepted from 8.30am to 10.30am, when
the hall will close for judging the exhibits. At noon the
hall will reopen to the public for viewing. The meeting
proper will start at 1.15pm. Please feel free to pop in
for a viewing or join us for the meeting. All enquiries
to Barry Highsted on 540-3139.

Richard Bamfield, Secretary

Spring is officially here at last. This is an exciting
time as the garden gets ready for its major growing

period. After such a hard frosty winter garden lovers
literally hang out for any sign of spring�daf fodils,
blossoms, daphne, tulips, hyacinths�to name a few .

Most garden plants will benefit from a light
dressing of fine compost, general fertiliser, chicken
manure, or liquid fertiliser as they begin to grow.

Drainage is of vital importance to grow healthy
plants, to heavy soil add sand, to light soil add
compost to retain moisture. Blood-n-bone is always
a good pick-me-up for any plant and it is natural.

Tasks for September are:
Prune and shape ornamental shrubs after flowering

and before strong growth starts. Plant out new lawns
as soil warms. Protect seedlings from snails and slugs.
Propagate cuttings in sharp sand then place in a warm,
shady place. Divide herbaceous perennials. Repot

cymbidium orchids after
flowering. Raise vegie seeds in
trays for planting later, or direct
into soil as it warms up.

Weeding is full-on now, the earlier the better before
seeding gets hold, then things get tough and hard to
handle. Speaking of weeds, Having just returned from
nearly three months in Australia, I did manage to pick
up a tip by listening to a radio garden session,

It was this: take a bucket, fill it quarter full of all
types of weeds, top up rest of bucket with water, place
a lid on top and put it in a corner until it becomes rancid,
then use it as a liquid manure. Simple is it not? One
can add horse or chicken manure if you wish. This is
very popular in the northern New South Wales area
and is called �W eeds wees.�  Trust the Aussies!
However, go and enjoy. Happy gardening as always.

 Barry Highsted

Coastal Garden Group



It�s been a busy time for the Coastal Initiative Group
keeping a track of the developments down on the

estuary fringe as well as following up the community�s
interests as the new by-pass changes the shape of our
district.

The Coastal Initiative Group was formed at the
beginning of the year in response to the Ruby Bay by-
pass challenges. It is made up of members of the three
key community organisations in our area�The Mapua
and District Business Association, Tasman Community
Association and the Mapua Community Association.
The idea of this grouping was to evolve a unified
approach to some of the challenges and questions that
revolve around the planning and delivery of the new
roading configuration.

Members of this group include Janet Taylor, its
secretary, Ron Oliver is the group�s chairperson; others
include Steve Richards, Marion Satherly, Graeme
Stradling, Devin Gallagher and Robin Simpson.

As the talk got under way and the meetings
progressed, not only challenges and key decisions were
identified, the group soon focused on the opportunities
and the potential for getting some really good
outcomes from this more unified approach to the
agencies who were managing and delivering the
changes to the shape of our district. The group has
met with the Mayor and top Tasman District Council
officials as well as our councillor representatives,
highway engineers and project managers.

This unified approach to these agencies is
delivering benefits; such as changes to lighting, access
and signage around the new road; it is also developing
the awareness in our community that there is a lot of
common interest across our coastal villages. Lifestyle
and environment, a need to have a sustainable
community, the issues of transport, sea level rise�
the list goes on.

The Tasman District Council has been very
supportive of the group, its aims and its progress. The
council has its own problems dealing with the endless
requests for funds across the region. The Coastal

Busy time for Coastal Initiative Group
Initiative Group was involved in the ten-year planning
exercise that the council went through a few months
ago. The message was clear from TDC�the
community needs to help direct the future budget by
helping to set its priorities and identifying the issues
that are at the top of the list so that over the next decade
the progress that occurs is the progress that the
community wants.

There are many hard working community groups
making our place a better place, from the Coastal
Garden Club, Probus, Cycle and Walkways Group,
Reserve Committees, churches and schools. Members
of the Coastal Initiative Group are also involved in
some of these associations. The feedback from these
groups is invaluable for getting a feel for where we
are at. Sometimes the way forward is not clear, as
groups or individuals pursue different agendas. This
has been a past mistake of our community and there is
a strong mandate in the Coastal Initiative Group to
consult widely on issues, but to have the confidence
to identify the decisions that are in our best interests
to follow up, and to persevere with these.

The tourism signage at both ends of our �coastal
loop� road are an example of this. As part of a broader
strategy for our communities and our future, the
Coastal Initiative Group has ratified the name �Ruby
Coast� as an inclusive name for this area, and this is
to be applied to these signs, which also feature
information about attractions and amenities here.
There�s no plan to rename any of the coastal villages
in which we live, the idea is to have an attractive
identity for this coastal area between the estuaries that
can be used in marketing and promotion. This key
decision is now in place after months of consultation
and discussion.

Next on the Coastal Initiative Group agenda is more
consultations. This time its about those priorities,
meetings are planned in the next few months to
informally look into this crystal ball, have a bit of fun,
and to help establish the baseline in the community
for our future.



Mahana School

When you�re next thinking about dinosaurs and
realise you aren� t quite sure how long a

Diplodocus was, or what a Pterosaur ate then there is
every chance you could ask any of the Mahana School
students to put you on the straight and narrow.

The theme for last term was health and nutrition.
Our teaching staff found a way to involve the whole
school and make it interesting so it was always going
to be a hard one to top. But this term�s theme
�prehistoric� has sparked an inevitable interest in the
Jurassic era. The recent trip to Nelson Museum to the
fossil exhibit followed up by a field trip to the
Richmond foothills to unearth some fossils (or �scallop
ancestors� as the Mahana reporters informed me) was
a great experience for pupils and parents.

The fascination with these ancient beasts is apparent
with stories and artwork appearing around the
classrooms with some incredibly accurate artistic
interpretations and interesting accounts of Dino-trivia.

Alongside a brilliant sketch of a Plesiosaurus one
of the media team had recorded some results from the
recent interschool cross country held at Rabbit Island
that included some commendable outcomes for the
Mahana School representatives � year 5 and up. Thanks
also to Dovedale School for hosting the junior event
for our younger pupils.

The school as always encourages parent
participation. The school constantly has a busy out-of-
school schedule and these are all well supported with
parents assisting with transport and supervision at the
events. A recent open day allowed parents to have a
look inside the classroom, giving them a chance to
experience and participate in a working class alongside
their children.

Extending from that the school has introduced
activity clubs this term. The clubs include bike skills,
music, gardening, mosaics, sewing, animation and
science. The teachers along with a handful of talented
parents hold sessions for an hour and a half once a
week and they have proven to be very popular amongst
the pupils. The parent volunteers also seem to be
enjoying the experience.

Parent input in a small school environment is
important and the teaching staff will host our annual

community consultation evening in late September.
This forum allows staff to share the curriculum with
the parents and caregivers as well as encouraging
input from the community. It gives us the opportunity
to judge the success of the school against the vision.

For further information about Mahana School and
to view our children�s recent activities, visit us on
www.mahana.school.nz � much of the content on the
site has been contributed by our pupils.

If you are considering a school in the district and
would like to have a look around, please call Jenny
in the office on 543-2887 to arrange an appointment.

Thanks to our school reporters for this content:
Briar (11), Hannah (10), Josie (9), Kate (9), Sapphira
(8), Elizabeth (8), and Thomas B (6).

Tony Brown � par ent, on behalf of the Board of
Trustees

     Police UpdatePolice UpdatePolice UpdatePolice UpdatePolice Update
I thought I caught the first signs of spring recently

which will be great. Unfortunately there has been
a spate of crime in the Ruby Bay area in the last
week of July, as you will see from the incident list. I
know this sounds like an old record being played
but please don�t leave your houses, sheds or vehicles
unlocked�it doesn� t matter if you have lived there
for 30 years and haven�t had any problems. It takes
only one dishonest person to be snooping around
and they could have a field day at your expense.

Grant Heney, Rural Community Constable,
Motueka, Direct Phone 528-1226

Mapua Occurrences:
July 21-22: Five fuel containers stolen from vineyard
at end of Pinehill Road, Ruby Bay
July 24: Burglary Brabant Drive, Ruby Bay. NEC
laptop, wallet and cash  stolen during the day from
unlocked house while occupants out walking
July 27-28: Unlocked house in Korepo Road entered
overnight. Doors left open and lights turned on.
Nothing taken.



The Ruby Bay by-pass project
progressed at a slower pace last

month with rain impeding work,
though not stopping it for any extended
period.  Work continues through the
forest corridor from the Seaton Valley
intersection north, also around
Dominion and Apple Valley roads and
more recently Trafalgar Road.  We
have shifted over 960,000 cubic
metres of material to date on the
project and work has begun on four of
the seven major culverts.
Major  milestones were:
1) Continued bulk-fill work in
Dominion flats and Higgs Reserve
area with fill from Apple Valley West
area;
2) Began cutting waste material for the
Apple Valley West tie-in;
3) Began both upstream and downstream culvert
extension work on Trafalgar Road existing culvert,
including riprap (large rock) basin at inlet and outlet;
4) Disestablishment of flume through Trafalgar Road
box culvert so water can flow through the finished
culvert to allow for fish passage;
5) Began Rushes Orchard pond reshaping and the
stream diversion of Field Creek at Tasman 1 box
culvert outlet.
Looking forward this month:
Earthworks will continue along Apple Valley West with
cut material being carted to fill Higgs Reserve area to

Ruby Bay By-pass Progress

raise the level closer to final elevation.  Then
earthworks will move back to the forest corridor
alongside Dicker Road with final trim of batters, water
tables and sub-grade in preparation for laying sub-base
(road pavement).

Drainage work will be completed at Trafalgar
culvert inlet and outlet extension including riprap
basins.  Rushes Orchard pond and stream diversion will
be completed, including a fish and eel transfer, once
the water has been put through Tasman 1 culvert and
into the new stream diversion.  Preparation work will
begin shortly for the single box culvert in Dominion
flats and then the subcontractor will begin culvert
construction.

Jo Orr, Environmental Manager, Downer EDI Works

Trafalgar Road culvert


