
 

  

Mapua Hall Work Not Over Yet 

 

 

 

 

Coastal News Mapua and 

Ruby Bay 

Email:  coastalnews@mapua.gen.nz www.mapua.gen.nz 

Continued on page 2 

February 2014 

O ur first article for 2014 and it is exciting to start 

the New Year with our new-look hall up and 

working. Looking back over the holiday period, we 

feel satisfied at the use made of the hall for a range of 

diverse events. These included big band events over 

the New Year period organised by Nick from The 

Playhouse which went successfully, attracting a 

younger audience which was great to see.  

The committee received Graeme Stradling’s resig-

nation from the committee with real regret but also an 

understanding that he “needed to get his life back 

again”. As co-ordinator of the Project Control Group 

Graeme took major responsibility for “driving the 

project” of the hall refurbishment. He dealt with 

council and other regulators, funding bodies, commu-

nity members and a great number of trades people 

involved in the rebuild.  

“Ask Graeme…” was a common response to a 

query. Throughout this demanding, often stressful 

24/7 role, Graeme kept his quirky sense of humour 

and sought to ensure that things were done properly. 

Graeme also spent significant time as acting chair in 

Tord Kjellstrom’s absence and saw his role as ensur-

ing that the committee members were able to meet 

their individual responsibilities so that the collective 

requirements could be met. 

Graeme noted that this had “been a very satisfying 

project where I was able to use my creative side as 

well as project management  experiences and see it 

through to  its conclusion.” The Hall Committee and 

the wider community owe a huge debt of gratitude to 

Graeme (and Jude) for his generous gifting of his 

time and talents. Hopefully many others will find an 

opportunity to voice this to him in person. Thanks 

Graeme.  

Bookings  

For the start of the New Year, we have new regu-

lar-user bookings, hip-hop dance and rat-tat music 

and movement, which means a wider range of activi-

ties happening in our hall. 

A number of enquiries are being received about 

weddings and private parties/events. It is important 

that we maximise such usage as this enables us to 

keep the charges as low as possible for our regular 

users. This year we will work hard to make links with 

other community venues and marketing websites to 

broaden our potential pool of users. We can all do our 

part here letting others know of the availability of this 

wonderful venue. 

The committee continues to be interested in any 

suggestions you may have as to other ways the hall 

can be used to provide a “community hub” with 

events not specifically related to belonging to any 

particular group. Such concepts as “Friendly Fridays” 

and possibly a range of cooking schools/demos have 

been tried and mooted. Please contact Margaret Cot-

ter in the events team (rmcotter@tasman.net) if you 

have any such ideas.  

Hall facilities 

The committee will contact regular users and in-

volved community members as part of the general 

review of user rates and space allocation. The meet-

ing will be Friday 21 March (further details to come) 

By then the facility will have been running six 

months and everyone will have a better idea of what 

is needed to keep the facility financially viable and to 

meet the storage needs of our regular users. 

Acoustics 

This continues to be a top priority to address and 

the committee has sought expert advice. We will be 

trialling panels in the main hall and curtains in the 

Bill Marris room while also exploring the potential of 

other products and the possible use of large roll-up 

carpets in both spaces. 

Kitchen/kitchenette for hot drinks  

There have been no requests to date for the book-

ing of the kitchen for half-hour access alongside the 

regular booking (a change announced in December). 

It will be interesting to see if groups take this up in 

the New Year. As noted in December, this arrange-

ment will be trialled until the full review of hire rates 

in March 2014. 

 

 Resources and fund-raising  
We need to begin the New Year with a reminder to us 

all that our hall is not yet debt-free and also incurs 

some ongoing costs related to functioning as an ac-

credited public facility.  We still owe around $45,000 

so please keep the donations and fund-raising ideas 

coming in as well as actively supporting the follow-

ing events: 
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From page 1) 

Current fund-raising events  

1) Orders continue to be taken for the great deal 

of quality wine from Rimu Grove with dedicated 

labels. Please contact Margaret Cotter 

(rmcotter@tasman.net) or Ph: 540-2195 or Tord 

Kjellstrom Ph: 540-3347 (kjellstromt@yahoo.com). 

2) Fun Run Sunday  23 February  11am. Our sec-

ond Fun Run, with registration from 10am (a change 

of time to the morning, for the tide.) This is ear-

marked to become an annual event and last year 

raised about $1000.  Please mark this in your calen-

dars and support it with your participation. We also 

need extra volunteers for registration and marshal-

ling so please, contact Margaret Cotter in the events 

team (see above).  

3) Presentation on “communicating with and liv-

ing with animals”  by Annis Parker from Christ-

church, Monday 24 February at 7pm. Wine and food 

will be available. 

Thank-you for the ongoing suggestions of items 

people would like to see in the hall – again, a sug-

gestion that maybe your groups would consider pro-

viding these yourselves as there are no funds for 

such purchases at present.  

We still have an ongoing significant “wish-list”, 

which we are seeking funds for or asking people to 

consider donating. These include: 

 Donations for a hot water zip and mobile stor-

age unit in the kitchenette  

 More storage facilities  

 A modular stage 

 Sound equipment including microphones and 

speakers to enable the installed hearing loop to be 

accessible. 

 Data-show projection equipment  

 Large mirrors  

 Kitchen and cooking equipment including 

serving utensils and cutlery  

 Curtains for Domain gallery and Bill Marris 

Room  

 Outdoor furniture and shade sails  

What’s coming next?  

Keep up with events in more detail on our web-

site www.mapuahall.org  as well as notices on the 

hall notice boards  

 The Rose Society exhibition 2 February  

 PANZ Art exhibition 22/23 February  

To enable the hall to keep functioning we need an 

active and energised committee. The present small 

group of members urge others in the community to 

consider joining and sharing your time and skills in 

support of such a worthwhile community asset. Your 

help is needed to enable the Mapua Community Hall 

to develop more fully the next era of its life as our:  

“Community-built, community-owned,  

community-run  Mapua Community Hall”  

Contact Tord Kjellstrom Ph: 540-3347 

(kjellstromt@yahoo.com) if you are willing and able 

to support the hall as a society and/or committee 

member. 

We look forward, as always, to hearing from you.  
Elena Meredith, Information and Liaison  

Sub-committee 
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Police Report 
 

Hopefully you have all managed to avoid sunburn 

and traffic jams. We have had a really good festive 

season crime-wise.  No huge crime trends apart from 

windows in parked cars being smashed overnight—

so  far this year there have been 66! So until we 

catch the culprits it would pay not to park you vehi-

cle on the road. We suspect the offenders are driving 

around while smashing these windows somehow.  
Grant Heney, Community Constable, Motueka.  

Ph direct 03) 528-1226 

Mapua Occurrences: 

Jan 1: Two male drink-drivers on Te Mamaku Drive 

Jan 8: Mailbox damaged in Ruby Bay 

Jan 9: Three cannabis plants found growing on a property 

by the property owner. Plants destroyed 

Jan 11: Female drink-driver and driving while suspended 

Tasman area 

Jan 12: Domestic argument Mapua 
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A  Happy New Year to all of you here in the Moutere, 

the Tasman Bay, the Ruby Coast...in fact the whole 

wide world. May all your wishes come true and only posi-

tive challenges cross your path! 

The end of 2013 was a very busy time for us here at 

Harakeke. We had the Education Review Office visiting 

and evaluating the quality of our service for the first time 

after now nearly almost four years of operation – a proc-

ess that requires time-consuming written preparation and 

is quite intense on the day of their visit. All worthwhile 

though and in the name of improving learning outcomes 

for the children of Aotearoa.  

The feedback we got was so positive 

that we happily direct interested read-

ers to our published report at 

www.ero.govt.nz (Early Childhood 

and School reports section). 

To farewell the year and to get into 

holiday mode the Harakeke whānau 

again enjoyed our traditional Christ-

mas Camp at Kina Beach Reserve in 

the week before the home festivities 

take all our time. Blessed with beauti-

ful summer weather our children, sib-

lings, parents, teachers and even some 

grandparents relaxed by and in the sea, 

explored the rock pools and soaked in the hot tub. We 

enjoyed each other’s company, good food, music, singing  

and of course toasted marshmallows on the camp fire. We 

even constructed our very own ‘beachy’ Christmas tree 

Now, after a refreshing break we are anticipating a 

great new year and are ready to continue our learning 

journey with our tamariki (children).  

To join us, please call 543-2119. 

ADULT: A person who has stopped growing at both 
ends and is growing in the middle. 

BEAUTY PARLOR: A place where women curl up 
and dye: 
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Mapua Health Centre  
I t has been a pleasure and very helpful to have Dr 

Nicky Baxter with us as part of a new three-month 

work experience programme for Nelson Hospital jun-

ior medical staff.  We would also like to welcome 

David Chapman (a 6th year medical student) to the 

practice.  David will be with us until 

22 March as part of his training. 

During his time with us he will be 

sitting in on consults (with the pa-

tient’s consent) as well as consulting 

patients under the supervision of our 

doctors.  This is a great opportunity 

for David to obtain a greater under-

standing of primary healthcare in 

the rural community.    

So far, it has been quite a healthy 

start to the year with no major out-

breaks of illnesses, tummy bugs, etc. 

Apart from the usual hazards of 

once-a-year extreme physical exer-

tion, attacks by out-of-control gar-

den implements and a variety of 

gravity-related events, there is the ongoing risk of 

being overcooked by the sun even though summer 

has been hard to recognise at times.  The main things 

to keep in mind are to avoid too much sun exposure 

between 11am and 4pm, wear a hat + long sleeve 

shirt + sunglasses, slop on sunscreen 15 minutes be-

fore going outside and use a broad-spectrum product 

with a sun protection factor of 30+ (they usually last 

only 2-3 hours so need re-applying for longer sun 

exposures). 

The Nelson Bays Primary Health is 

encouraging people to come in for a 

'Heart and Diabetes Check'.  This 

works out a person's risk of having a 

heart attack or stroke in the next five 

years and if there is any diabetes or 

pre-diabetes. So it's a great opportu-

nity to find out how to lower the 

likelihood of developing a heart at-

tack, stroke or diabetes.  We will 

offer free health checks with our 

practice nurses, especially for those 

who are at higher risk or who have 

missed the previous screening pro-

gramme.  

 

There has been some interesting research coming 

on line from around the world.   In Europe, investiga-

tors checked out 8128 men and 9759 women aged 20-

65 years without cardiovascular disease.  They looked 

at four traditional healthy lifestyle 

factors—sufficient physical activity 

(3.5 hours a week or greater of exer-

cise such as cycling or sports), a 

healthy diet (Mediterranean style), 

moderation of alcohol consumption 

and non-smoking.  What they found 

is that of those who took up the 

healthy options 57% had a lower risk 

of cardiovascular disease and a 67% 

were less likely to die of heart prob-

lems. In addition, if they also had 

sufficient sleep (around 8 hours/

night) those figures improved to 65% 

and 83%, which is very impressive 

for basic lifestyle changes.  (Eur J 

Prev Cardiol. July 2013).   

And, in the USA, they found that just adding more 

fruit and vegetable intake reduced the risk of coro-

nary heart disease by 17% (Am J Clin Nutr. Oct 

2013).   If you are interested in looking at some of 

these lifestyle options the Nelson/Marlborough Dis-

trict Health Board has a programme called 'Nutrition 

and Physical Activity' that you can check out at 

www.healthyas.org.nz/about-us.  And for those with 

small children, a study published last month shows 

that a probiotic (Lactobacillus reuteri) can signifi-

cantly reduce infantile colic and reflux (JAMA Pedi-

atr. Jan 2014). 

Some of the events for the month: 

1-28 National Bike Wise month** heartracer.org.nz/rideforheart 

1-28 IHC National Awareness appeal ihc.org.nz 

2 World Wetlands Day  wetlandtrust.org.nz 

3 Nelson Day public holiday 

6 Waitangi Day 

10-16 Heart Appeal Week   nhf.org.nz 

12 Go by Bike Day*   bikewise.co.nz 

* A one-day event in your region that encourages people to switch from 

cars, buses and trains to biking to work for a day. At certain events, a free 

breakfast awaits cyclists at the end of their ride. 

** Bike Wise is New Zealand’s national programme of activities, which 

promote cycling as a fun, healthy and safe way to travel.   Over the past few 

years, through a dedicated network of regional and local coordinators, we’ve 

been getting more people on their bikes and improving bike safety. Why not 

join them and get back in the saddle?    
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T he club’s final meeting for 2013 was held at the 

church hall of the Community Hills Church in 

Mapua on Friday the 6th of December. Peter Butchart 

had originally organised a Christmas club BBQ at his 

and Margaret’s home in Ruby Bay. Unfortunately the 

weather forecast was for rain for that day so Peter 

booked the church hall. Thitryfive club members at-

tended the BBQ, which was supplied and managed by 

Bevan Keyes and his wife of Mapua. Their BBQ was 

set up on a trailer that was parked close to the hall 

entrance.  

Bevan supplied a variety of meat including lamb, 

beef, and chicken, with roast and steamed vegetables. 

After the main course the club committee provided a 

variety of fruit and other delights for the second 

course. 

At the end of the meal Peter and Margaret thanked 

the club members for their good response. They said 

that after many years living in the Tasman district, 

they had to make a difficult decision to sell their 

property to move on to live in the Tauranga area close 

to their family. They will both be missed by the club 

and their many friends. It was Peter who initiated the 

club in September 2001. Both Peter and Margaret 

have been active members of the club leaving their 

positions as treasurer and secretary. 

Club president Letty Thawley gave a vote of 

thanks to Peter and Margaret for their dedication to 

the club. In recognition of their service they were pre-

sented with life membership of Mapua Probus. 
 David Higgs 

      

Mapua and District Probus Club 
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Fire Brigade 
 

Nov 13 – Jan 14 call-outs 
 

Nov 5: Assist Motueka at a sawmill on Little Sydney 

Road. 

Nov 27: Old microwave on fire, no damage to house.  

Dec 13: Alarm activation on Neudorf Road, turned back. 

Cleaning with steam. 

Dec 29:  Grass fire on Pomona Road, put out with help 

from Appleby and Motueka Rural. Fire near to long dry 

grass and no way to put out if it got away. 

Dec 29:  Rubbish fire Nuttall Road.  

Jan 9:  Tree arcing on power lines on Iwa Street. Scene 

protection while waiting for power board. Keep trees 

away from lines. 

Jan 10:  Alarm activation Thawley Orchard packhouse.  

Defective apparatus.  

Jan 11:  Logs on fire Kina peninsula. Motueka Rural put 

out. 

Jan 13:  Grass fire Te Mamaka Drive. Appleby put it out. 

Jan 16: MVC Te Mamaka Drive and Harley Road. Car hit 

guard rail. Police investigating 

Jan 17: Scrub fire Kina peninsula, line arcing in high 

wind. Tanker assisted on the next day as well. 

55 calls last year. Seven calls to date this year.  

Safety Tip: All outside fires need a permit.  Rural fire 

network 544-2441. If in doubt phone 111 ask for fire. 

Visit as at www.mapuafire.org,  or Google Mapua fire. 

 

The Brigade would like to thank The Shed and Matt 

Davidson for the use of their wood splitters.  
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T his is the first Sam’s Spam for the year so I hope 
you all had a very Merry Christmas. As many of 

you will have received new ‘gadgets’ over the holiday 
season, I thought an article on recycling would be 
useful. Remember to remove any personal informa-
tion from your phone before you donate (eg, contacts, 
messages, etc.) 

Donate: One of the best ways to donate mobile 
phones is through the Starship's mobile phone ap-
peal.  They are happy to receive any make and 
model, regardless of condition.  In four years, more 
than $2 million has been raised for the Starship Na-
tional Air Ambulance Service, with more than 650,000 
phones donated.  

Phones can be dropped off at any Vodafone, Tele-
com or 2degrees store. Freepost envelopes are also 
regularly inserted into national newspapers and 
magazines. 

What happens to the phones? 
The mobile phones that are donated which still 

have a useful life get refurbished and resold into third 
world countries. There is a small number that can no 
longer be used and these are broken down and recy-
cled in an environmentally friendly way.  

For more information, visit: https://
www.starship.org.nz/phone 

Recycle: If you would prefer to recycle your de-
vice, the Tasman District Council has several initia-
tives which make this possible.  

The Nelson ReUse and Recycle Centre will take 
obsolete and broken computers or electronic appli-
ances away for recycling. There is a small fee for 
each item to help cover the costs of labour, freight, 
the use of dismantling equipment, and other logistical 
costs. 

The centre is at 6 Vivian Place, Tahunanui, and 
they will accept mobile phones, televisions, and com-
puters, amongst other types of electronic items. 

http://www.tasman.govt.nz/services/rubbish-
recycling/electronic-waste-recycling/  

Sell/trade-in: If your phone is still quite new and 
you’d like a shot at getting some money back for it, in 
addition to Trade Me there are several ‘trade-in’ ser-
vices which will offer cash back for working phones, 
depending on the condition of the device.  

Vodafone Trade-In: http://tradein.vodafone.co.nz/  
TopDollarMobile: http://ww.topdollarmobile.co.nz/ 
PocketCash: http://www.pocketcash.co.nz/ 
Redial: http://redial.co.nz/ 
 
Free stuff 
http://www.c25k.com/ 
With New Year’s resolutions still in our minds and 

the lovely warm weather, there is no excuse not to 
get fit! C25k is a great website designed to get just 
about anyone from the couch to running five kilome-
tres or 30 minutes in just 9 weeks. Its secret is that 
it's a gentle introduction to getting the body moving, 
starting off alternating between walking and running 
small distances, and slowly building up until after 8 
weeks, you're ready to run five kilometres or 30 min-
utes nonstop. 

Sam’s Spam 

PANZ  
 

PANZ kicks off the new year on the 4th February 

with a working bee at the Mapua Hall to get ready 

for our annual exhibition.  

Our normal Tuesday gatherings will begin on the 

11th February at 9am in the Bill Marris room at the 

Mapua Hall. We will be presenting our Christmas 

challenges which were set at the close of last year 

and settling in to a new year of camaraderie, learning 

and painting. 

The big event of the year—our annual members’ 

exhibition—“Top  of the South"—will be run over 

the weekend of 22 and 23 February with opening 

night on the 21st. Look out for posters and invita-

tions around the Village.  

"TOP OF THE SOUTH."  mark it on your calen-

dar and we will see you there. 

Enquiries to Glenys Forbes, 540-3388. 
The car above is unlikely to be seen on New Zealand 
roads. It’s a 1921 Farman  Super Sports Torpedo. 
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Mapua Bowling Club 
 

The Write Bias 
 

C hristmas decorations in the clubhouse added to the 

festive cheer throughout December and members 

have thoroughly enjoyed tournaments, championship 

matches and their usual roll-up sessions. 

We are very grateful to the Nelson Building Society 

for sponsoring our pair’s tournament on Wednesday 4 

December.  Seven rinks were in action and John and 

Pauline Cawthra from Motueka the worthy winners. 

The annual insanity took place on Saturday 21 Decem-

ber when the ‘Kiwis’ took on club members from ‘The 

Rest of the World’ in a pairs challenge.  Everyone entered 

the spirit of the occasion by wearing some variation of 

national dress and though play was serious, there was 

plenty of laughter and banter.  It was a close run thing but 

‘The Rest’ just scraped a victory.  The Kiwi Captain 

Frank Gibbison presented the trophy to Sue England 

(appropriately representing ‘The Rest’) and this will re-

side at the Club until the challenge resumes next year.  

Bowls was followed by a barbecue, the Christmas draw 

and Frank’s 87th birthday celebration.  It was a grand day. 

Mapua has been represented in some Nelson Centre 

events.  The President’s Trophy is now complete with 

Mapua coming 4th out of 8 in its section.  We took last 

place last year so a commendable improvement.  A team 

flew the flag at the Greenkeeper’s Tournament and we are 

now looking forward to play in the annual Umpire’s Tour-

nament. 

And finally congratulations go to Ben Whitten and 

Julina Ismail, two of our junior players (five years or less 

experience). Together they have bowled in the Nelson 

Centre Junior 2-4-2 Pairs over a period of several weeks 

and finished in 6th place out of 28 entries.  Ben has also 

made the Men’s Development Squad Reserves and Julina 

was selected to play in Blenheim as a Nelson Junior Rep-

resentative. 

For information about bowling, coaching or booking 

the clubhouse and facilities please call the secretary Jean 

Daubney (540-3281) or the president, Dave England (540-

2934) or email us at s1ad2as3@xtra.co.nz 

Sue England 

Edited by Andrew Earlam (advertising) 540-2845, and Terry Smith (editorial) 540-3203. Views expressed are not neces-

sarily those of the editors. We aim to have the newsletter out by the 1st of the month. The deadline for emailed items to 

coastalnews@mapua.gen.nz is the 20th of the month. Notices are a gold coin donation in the collection boxes. Club no-

tices are free. Printed by the Tasman District Council. 
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W ith the departure of Jon Wakefield for the bright 

lights of Wellington, Mapua has lost a a pioneering 

name that has been a big part of this district for more than 

100 years. 

Les Wakefield, a great-nephew of Edward Gibbon 

Wakefield, is first recordered in Mapua in 1906. He lived 

in a tent, worked in Seniors’ flax mill and punted supplies 

down the channel to catch the Nelson ships. He also 

ploughed most of  pre-WW1 orchard land in the area. That 

was vastly more land than we have in orchard now, for it 

was the heady beginning of the apple industry. 

In the 1930s Les built up a transport business carting 

fruit to the Mapua wharf. He had five International trucks, 

from Little Bill to Prairie Schooner, and as his trucking 

business grew he merged with other trucking firms, and so 

was born Transport Nelson Ltd. The company is still 

known to us today. 

By this time Les was a big Mapua landowner. Very 

early on he owned land round Rocks Road in Nelson, land 

found even then to be prone to slipping. It was probably 

the sale of this that enabled him to go on to buy up of 

Mapua. 

He owned from the school to the beach along to the 

Leisure Park, from opposite to the school to Seaton Valley, 

and the land along the southern side of Higgs Road, now 

the Thawley farm. That farm was all orchard then too. 

Mr Wakefield gave the public access to the Mapua 

Outer Beach which eventually became the walkway we 

have today. He also gave land each side of Seaton Valley 

for bowling and croquet greens.  

People living in Mapua still remember Les Wakefield. 

Ivan Wells as a boy went camping with other families on 

Wakefields’ truck, and others in the Country Women’s 

organisations remember the Wakefields’ legendary garden 

and garden parties in Seaton Valley Road. 

Looking for information on Mapua’s early settlers 

means a fascinating journey into Bernard Wells’ book,  

The Fruits of Labour. Bernard had no grant to publish his 

book and could not afford the luxury of an index, so when 

hunting for something specific it is easy to be diverted by 

the stories and dramas of Mapua life 100 years ago. 

We very nearly had a railway from Tasman to The 

Mapua wharf in 1920. They were serious too about gener-

ating electricity from the channel current. The book tells us 

who first thought of planting pines on Rabbit Island, about 

characters living on the estuary islands, and how Mr Boy-

sen developed the boysenberry. 

There are charming details of using a horse with pad-

ded hooves to shuffle around a dance floor slippy-smooth, 

and of orchadists standing on horses’ backs to prune their 

trees. 

They were tough people, the settlers, thinking nothing 

of walking from Mapua to Upper Moutere to attend church 

or to get the mail, and riding horses across the mudflats to 

Appleby. 

It’s absorbing stuff learning about the people whose 

names we use today—Mr Rough and Mr Marriage and the 

Gardeners and Staffords. We are fortunate that for three 

generations the name Wakefield an active part of Mapua’s 

landscape. 

Helen Beere 

A Slice of Mapua History 

Advertising Costs 
 

Ads go by the size in column centimetres. Columns 
are 8.5cm wide and costs are as follows: 

$2.50 per cm up to 6cm 
$3 per cm up to 10cm 
$4 per cm over 10cm  
With 20% discount for long-term advertising (3+ 

months) and prompt payment. 
 

The deadline is the 20
th
 of each month with each 

issue coming out on the 1
st
. Email coastal-

news@mapua.gen.nz for full terms and conditions. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
 

The Gift of Rain, by Tan Twan Eng. Reviewed by Adrienne 

Taylor. This book is available in the Mapua Library  

 

T he Gift of Rain spans decades from the final days of 

the Chinese emperors to the dying days of the British 

Empire. The novel opens with the central character, Phillip 

Hutton, as an old man, still living in his family home in 

Penang, Malaya. He is half-Chinese, half-English and the 

youngest child of the head of one of Penang’s great trading 

families.  His sense of alienation and cultural confusion is 

one of the main threads of the book.  He discovers a sense 

of belonging in his unexpected friendship with Hayato 

Endo, a Japanese diplomat who rents a nearby island from 

his father.  

In return for Phillip showing Endo around Penang, 

Endo teaches him about Japanese language and culture and 

trains him in the art and discipline of Aikido. However, 

this knowledge comes at a terrible price as World War II 

rages in Europe and the Japanese savagely invade Malaya.  

Phillip realises that his mentor is a Japanese spy and 

that he has unwittingly become a traitor, forced into col-

laborating with the Japanese to safeguard his family. He is 

then the ultimate outsider, trusted by no one and hated by 

many. Tormented by his part, Phillips takes great risks by 

working in secret to save as many people as he can from 

the Japanese brutality.   

I found the book a bit meandering, and didn’t become 

really engaged with it. However, everybody else I have 

spoken to has enjoyed it. I really liked the exotic setting 

with descriptions of the lush tropical landscape and ever-

present sea. The author describes heritage buildings in 

Penang very beautifully.  I was also impressed with the 

author’s willingness and skill in dealing with a difficult 

and complex moral ambiguity. The characters are capable 

of great nobility but also have failures that force them to 

bear responsibility and pay a heavy price for the evil they 

do.   

While the Aikido element is essential to the plot and 

sometimes adds a bit of excitement, I thought some of it 

was a bit daft and too spiritual and “new age” for me to 

swallow. Some of the historical information was rather 

clunky and formal in contrast to the more romantic tone of 

the book. This is definitely a different writing style and 

reflects the background of Tan Twan Eng who was born in 

Penang and has a first-dan ranking in Aikido and a passion 

for the conservation of heritage buildings. Tan has spent 

time in South Africa writing his second novel, The Garden 

of Evening Mists, published in 2012. This is also available 

in the Mapua Library. 

Barbara has left us 
 

Our compiler of the Coastal News since September 2004, 

Barbara Mercer, has retired from the job after providing a 

sterling service. In spite of being a busy woman she man-

aged to get the final version to the printers on time every 

month. Any attempt to get in a late entry was met with 

short shrift.  

We are grateful to her for coping with a publication 

that has grown to sometimes 36 pages, and to her husband 

Clive, who delivered the newsletter to the Tasman District 

Council printing department in Richmond nearly every 

month. 

Like everyone with a part in getting the Coastal News 

in the boxes every month, they were volunteers. Although 

they no longer live in Ruby Bay, we hope they will pick 

up a copy of the newsletter when they are in Mapua. 

This means of course that there is a hole in the team 

that needs to be filled. We will revert to compiling the 

newsletter with MS Publisher (due to an allergy to Micro-

soft Barbara used PageMaker, an Adobe program that has 

long been superseded). If there is someone who can used 

Publisher and would like to join the team of volunteers we 

would love to hear from you. In the meantime we will try 

to keep our contributors and advertisers happy as best we 

can. 

Editors 

CHICKENS: The only animals you eat before they 
are born and after they are dead. 

 
COMMITTEE: A body that keeps minutes and 

wastes hours 
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Postal Delivery 
 

We can post you the Coastal News. To take advan-
tage of this post $20 with your name and address to 
Coastal News, PO Box19, Mapua Store, 7058, or 
email coastalnews@mapua.gen.nz  
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I t is the 20th of January, the deadline for Coastal News 

copy for the February edition. Always a scramble, de-

spite my collecting of bits and pieces that might fit into my 

column. Two months have passed since the last deadline 

on the 20th of November. Everyone seems to say “time is 

passing so quickly”.  

Somehow to me in this instance, it feels just the re-

verse. How come? Could it have anything to do with that 

momentary pause, that brief moment in time when there 

was a hesitation of sorts that makes you sense something, 

and, maybe causes you to stop and stand still? That is, for 

just a second or two?  

Some of you will know what I’m talking about: if not, 

let me remind you. “It’s the date”. December 21st at 

5:11pm. The summer solstice: when the 

sun literally stood still for the slightest of 

moments and then changed its southerly 

course back to the north.  

Thanks to today’s astronomers, we 

now know it’s all about the angle of the 

Earth’s tilt. But then, one never knows, 

does one? One extra degree of tilt, one 

slightly longer hesitation. Could it affect 

the weather or the temperature? Who is to 

say? The ancients put great store in such events such as the 

solstices, equinoxes and the like and they did or did not do 

many things in relation to their beliefs at that time.  

Today’s’ science and technology have made such be-

liefs and behaviour antiquated and bizarre. Or has it? Ac-

cording to the Psychic Library’s ‘Superstition Room’, there 

are 9 superstitions of ancient origin that are so ingrained 

into our culture that not many of us would deny that we at 

least secretly hold a slight belief in one or two. Sneeze and 

someone will say “God bless you”; cross your fingers; 

knock on wood; that’s three of the 9.  

And how about number 13 for bad luck or evil stuff? 

The term for fear of the number 13 is triskaidekaphobia – 

of Greek origin. For a fear of Friday the 13th it is paraske-

videkatriaphobia. More Greek. Many hotels have no 13th 

floor, there’s no gate 13 at the airport and so on.  

In 1881 in New York a group formed the ‘Thirteen 

Club’ in an effort to debunk this and all superstitions. On 

Friday the 13th, the 13 members sat down in a hotel at 8:13 

pm in Room 13. To get into the room they had to walk 

under a ladder and sit down at a table with piles of spilled 

salt on it.  

You guessed it. Nothing happened. They all survived. 

And what about last December’s black Friday locally, with 

its two births at the 13th  minute of the 13th  hour? Babies 

and mothers all doing well! That’s enough for 13 and su-

perstitions for today.   

  Then there’s the weather and the temperature? Surely 

our first concern. Worldwide it’s gone from one extreme to 

another. Last year’s record-breaking heat, cold, rain and 

floods, not to mention the earthquakes, cyclones and torna-

does around the place.  A “heads-up” for all of us as the 

‘climate changes’. “Climate Change?” The few but noisy 

deniers will continue their noise about it. But where are the 

“published” scientific studies to back up their arguments? 

There don’t seem to be any about. Whoops! More 

“beliefs”?  

Dominion Flats: They planted and they 

planted and then they planted some 

more. And the enthusiastic volunteers 

kept coming and then it rained and 

rained again and all the trees and shrubs 

are in the ground, staked and marked. 

The final count is well over 6000 plus. 

More like 7000. We owe a vote of 

thanks to all who turned out to make it 

happen, to Helen and Neville Bibby for leading the way, to 

Beryl Wilkes and her TDC Parks & Reserves team for their 

support and to Nelmac for supplying plants and trees. 

Watch them grow!  

Mapua Hall: A busy place during the holiday period. 

It’s gratifying that the use of the hall is increasing as a 

venue for all types of community events and meetings. Are 

there any of you out there who are, or would be willing to 

contribute your financial or secretarial skills towards the 

running and management of the hall? Please come forward. 

Contact www.mapuahall.org  

The afternoon concert on 15 December by the Stellar 

a’Capella Women’s chorus and the Men’s ‘In Accord’ 

male chorus was a highlight for me. Both groups went 

through a double dose of selections from their varied reper-

toires. The programme was interspersed by solo selections 

by pianists Xander Perrottis and Jean Yu Lim; vocal selec-

tions by the women’s   quartet the “Sisterhood” and the 

men’s quartet the “Hemisphere’s;” Kaitlyn, Hannah and 

Emily Rodley were a delight with their rendition of “Do 

You Hear What I Hear?”: and the finale by the children 

and grandchildren of the chorus members and a few friends 

contributed to the perfect balance of an outstanding pro-

gramme.  

Mapua Wharf: ‘Twas the day before closure and all 

round the wharf, the cars were manoeuvring for maximum 

exposure. ‘Cause the next day ‘twould be over, during 

holiday time. No parking,  to avoid a stiff fine. Now chil-

dren could run and people meander, it’s safer to be there, 

and you won’t get run over.  

Parking at the wharf area ceased on 20 December. The 

closure is working well after a few initial hiccups. On busy 

times you can find cars parked just about everywhere else. 

A few parking tickets, the Iwa Street link to the area closed 

off and some additional signage at the Aranui Road en-

trance have all contributed to this positive new policy. 

Hugh Gordon   

Out and About with Hugh 
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DUST: Mud with the juice squeezed out. 
 
EGOTIST: Someone who is me-deep in  
conversation. 
 
HANDKERCHIEF: Cold storage.  
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C lassic boat-lovers have the opportunity to indulge in a 

long weekend of glorious hydromatic relaxation at St 

Arnaud in the Nelson Lakes National Park, with this year’s 

NZ Antique and Classic Boat Show linking with Waitangi 

Day. 

The show is set for the weekend of 8/9 February and 

coordinator Pete Rainey says if people can wangle Friday 

off they’ve got a four day mini-holiday. 

“It’s the same weekend as Taste Marl-

borough and a Tasman Makos’ game in 

Blenheim so it’s an excellent time for North 

Islanders or Cantabrians to see what a varied 

range of action the Top of the South can 

offer,” he said.  

“Being a month earlier than usual means 

the weather is more stable for visitors who want to pack in 

a bit of mountain-biking, some exploration of the Nelson 

Lakes National Park or a few visits to our famous vine-

yards and art galleries.” 

But for the true enthusiast, there’s no reason to wander 

further afield than the shore of Lake Rotoiti where the 

Classic Boat Show takes place. 

“There will be the usual range of boats…cedar kayaks, 

jet boats from the 60s, clunky clinkers and veteran wooden 

yachts,” Pete said. “From early morning on both days of 

the weekend you can wander around the boats on land, 

chat with the owners, view displays with stories of restora-

tion and rebuild and then watch the races on the lake in the 

afternoon. We have a lot of fun, from the slightly chaotic 

sail-past to the Seagull dinghy race with its Le Mans start, 

which always has some poor beggar who can’t get his mo-

tor going.” 

Another attraction this year is the new Nelson Lakes 

Classic Boat Museum, alongside the Clinker Café and gift 

shop complex at the St Arnaud village. It will be open with 

boating displays all weekend. 

The NZ Antique and Classic Boat Show is 

now in its 16th year, and continues to grow 

in the number and quality of craft presented, 

as well as the number of people coming to 

view the boats and the action. Judging will 

take place on Saturday, ahead of an evening 

awards ceremony at the Alpine Lodge. At 

stake is the Jens Hansen Trophy where the 

judges are after good looks as well as history, construction 

and a boat with a story to tell. 

Other awards include prizes for best new restoration, 

best steamboat, best jet-propelled craft and best themed 

display. Races will be held for yachts, row boats, seagull 

motored dinghies, poppers, canoes, child rowers and swim-

mers. 

All boats will be checked for noxious aquatic weeds 

and oil leaks before entering the water; and boaties are 

reminded to be aware of minimising the spread of didymo. 

And remember, DOC has released kiwis into the National 

Park very close to where the show takes place, so no an-

tique and classic dogs please!  

More information at www.nzclassicboats.com  

Classic Boat Show Chooses Earlier Date   
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I  have quite a few to thank this month,  and it is 

with pleasure that I thank the following parties 

which all help to make our library the special place 

that it is! 

Lion Foundation, Tasman District Council and 

Canterbury Community Trust: These three organisa-

tions have continued their ongoing support of the li-

brary and once again have made grants to the library. 

Their support is key to our book-purchasing pro-

gramme and we hugely appreciate the grants made by 

them to our library. So please give a round of ap-

plause to them. 

Thanks also to Vicky and Heather who put to-

gether our grants applications. They do a fantastic job 

gathering a comprehensive set of information to meet 

the requirements of grants organisations.  

Christmas Raffle. Thanks go to a number of peo-

ple here – all of you who buy the tickets, our wonder-

ful volunteers who sell the tickets and donate the ma-

jority of the prizes, and Eileen who co-ordinates eve-

rything to make the raffle such a success. Around 

$1000 was raised and this money is used to cover 

library administration costs. 

Congratulations to: Angela Fon  - Hamper 1st 

prize. Neville Vincent - 2nd prize. Cody - 3rd prize.    

Maggie Brown - Multi-media player. 

Book Sale. Again, there are a number of people 

who make this a success,  around $900 was raised. 

Thanks to all who supported the sale and to the team 

of volunteers who set up and ‘manned’ the sale. A 

special thank you to Analee and Heather who do the 

‘behind the scenes’ organisation and preparation to 

make the sale run so smoothly. This year the sale was 

extended to two days after the weather was a bit of a 

dampener on the first day. This is a formula that we 

may adopt next year too, so look out for the notices! 

Books for Sale. On the subject of pre-loved book 

sales, there are some excellent books for sale in the 

library entrance foyer. They are available until the 

end of the month, when our regular displays will re-

sume. Do pop and find yourself a good read! 

Book Purchasing/Acquisition. We are fortunate 

to have gathered the funds to support a regular pur-

chasing programme. We spend a significant sum each 

month buying new books and appreciate the number 

of new/nearly new books that are donated to supple-

ment these purchases. Maintaining this programme is 

one of the goals for the committee as we strive to 

maintain our stocks of newly published, appealing 

and interesting books. 

New books are displayed separately from the main 

shelves, don’t have a borrowing fee and are itemised 

on our website. We also welcome suggestions – re-

cord your suggestion in the “Suggest a Book’ note-

book at the front desk. 

Magazines. We stock a number of newly pub-

lished magazines. Our three-week withdrawal period 

is being reviewed for these, and in the meantime we 

ask that you limit yourself to one week when borrow-

ing these so that other borrowers can also enjoy the 

latest publication.  

Lynley Worsley 

 

Library Hours (closed statutory holidays) 

Monday  2-4.30pm 

Tuesday 2-4.30pm 

Wednesday 2-6.30pm 

Thursday 10am-12.30pm; 2-4.30pm 

Friday  2-4.30pm 

Mapua Library 
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(We regret that this item was overlooked for inclusion 

in the December/January edition of the Coastal 

News. Our fault, not the contributor’s:- Editors) 

 

F or the first time, a decision had to be made 

whether to go ahead with the scheduled event–

this year on Thursday 24 October because the 

weather wasn’t co-operating. It was decided to post-

pone, so a flurry of re-booking and notifications was 

undertaken at 3.30pm and fingers crossed that Mon-

day was "true to forecast.” 

Monday dawned bright and sunny and a brief sun-

shower early in the afternoon did not put people off – 

the domain saw a steady stream of visitors. 

Once again, the Way-2-Go trailer was opened up 

and myriad equipment for games and activities made 

its way out onto the domain to be swarmed over by 

the children.  Graeme Green was there with his 1967 

Pontiac Firebird that he picked up in Detroit earlier 

this year and then did a 4554 kilometre road trip 

along Route 66 to Los Angeles. It took him more than 

months. The Mapua Fire Brigade gave children, big 

and small, the chance to appreciate and explore the 

fire engine. The turning on of the fire hose was once 

again too much temptation to resist and dozens of 

children squealed with delight as they raced and 

danced under the big stream of water. 

Our aim is to develop community connections, 

bridge the generation gap and provide an opportunity 

to mix and mingle. It is fantastic to see friends and 

neighbours catch up with each other and socialise, 

locals meet locals they had never met before and 

make introductions, and everyone looking relaxed 

and happy. 

The people in free sausage sizzle, ice cream in a 

cone and home-made lemonade queues were friendly 

and social and once again, children oozed excitement 

when realising that they were allowed to have their 

ice-cream before they had their sausage–and then 

they could have another ice-cream if they wished. 

We have always been fortunate to receive dona-

tions that enable this event to happen and sincere 

thanks go to Talleys, Mapua Ruby Bay and Districts 

Community Trust, Club Mapua, New World Mo-

tueka, Couplands, Hamish’s, Mapua Auto Centre and 

NBS – who all made a contribution to this fantastic 

community event. (NBS even organised to deliver the 

marquee to the domain for us – fantastic!) 

The Mapua Spring Fling is an event for all mem-

bers of our community to come together and enjoy 

our domain and each other’s company. It is organised 

by the “Strengthening our Community” group which 

works to fulfil the proverb, “It takes a village to raise 

a child.” 

Mapua Spring Fling turns Seven 
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B arry Evans has such an interesting background 

in the club car world that I thought I should 

write not just about his cars but him too and what he 

has got up to over the years.  He has a collection of 

Holdens and other cars, races in the Skope classic 

circuit racing  and is a long-time member of the Hol-

den Enthusiasts’ Club. Barry had Peter Brock to din-

ner at his house; you can’t get more Holden then that.   

 Barry  has nine Holdens—Torana, Commodores, 

Sunbird and his six-litre 2005 Clubsport as a house 

car. You might say he has a passion for the car that 

grew from the humble 1949 FJ  to modern fast sports 

sedans and the much loved Monaro. But he can’t ex-

plain why he likes Holdens, he just does.  He 

also has a Valiant, a Singer Vogue and a Mitsu-

bishi which he says he saved. There are two 

sheds full.  The second was going to be the 

workshop but it’s full so a third is planned for 

working on the cars in his retirement. Good on 

you Barry.  If  I had the space I would have a car 

collection too. 

 Barry is originally from Rotorua were he did 

his time as a motor mechanic and spent his youth 

racing street stocks at the local stock car club. 

Marriage and children slowed the motor sports 

for a while but got involved with Holden enthu-

siasts’ clubs and has many prizes in the large 

trophy cabinet in the house. The classic circuit 

racing started after he bought a  1998 GTR Commo-

dore race car at Tapawera which had not been used 

for while. After some negotiation Barry became the 

new owner along with eight other Commodores for 

spare parts. It’s sort of a 9 Commodores for the price 

of one.  Good buying.  

In 2005 Peter Brock, who won Bathurst, Austra-

lia’s premiere saloon car race, seven times, had din-

ner with Barry and socialised with 26 others at the 

dinner. Barry says Brockie was more interested in his 

Morris Oxford ute he has had for 22 years then in the 

Holdens. 

The car Barry choose for the story was a 1979 To-

rana SL It was sold new from Wrightcars in Takaka, 

back to Wrightcars then sold to a lady in Stoke who 

had trouble with the heavy steering. It was pre-power 

steering days. Back to Wrightcars then sold to Arthur 

Evens who burnt out two transmissions. My experi-

ence with the Trimatic auto was that it was just about 

bullet proof. The condition of the Torana is nearly 

mint. It is a nice metallic jade green colour with the 

front grill sort of recessed to give it style. The interior 

is mint with not a mark on the upholstery. The seats 

are a combination of vinyl and cloth with bucket seats 

up front and a centre console. The dash is simple but 

has all the gauges you need rather the bells and whis-

tles and warning lights to distract you that modern 

cars have. 

The drive was sedate with no blaze of power but a 

comfortable ride. There was some 70s  road noise. On 

the way down the Bluff hill we got stuck behind a 

campervan. The race car driver in Barry suddenly 

showed with a stomp on the throttle and the Torana’s 

186 six-cylinder engine lit up the transmission, went 

down to first then second and we flew past.  It’s 

60km now but we slowed to cruising and chatting 

about cars.  The Torana has won many best original 

awards at the Holden rallies over the years. 

I asked what he thought of the new Holden Malibu 

and I got a true Holden man’s reply, it’s not a real 

Holden, it’s an import! 

Barry, it was nice to meet someone who has stuck 

to his Holden code  and you have such an interesting 

motoring history. But remember, the next shed is a 

workshop. Your gold-coloured 2005 Holden Club-

sport SS with the six-litre V8 motor is very nice. 
Fred Cassin 

Under The Bonnet with Fred  
Barry and His Fleet of Holdens 

At left is a car Fred probably will not get a chance to 
drive. It is a 1929 DuPont Model G Speedster. 
Probably worth a small fortune. 
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Noticeboard 
Rangers Rugby Club - Pre Season fitness - Saturday 

morning, Moutere Hills CC, 8:30am and Tuesday morning, 

Mapua Wharf at 6:20am. Gold Coin donation. All wel-

come. Ph Mark 0274229949. 

Qi-gong, Yuan Gong form. weekly in Mapua, new begin-

ners group starting mid February. For information contact 

Marianne at 546 8584 or email at bmtc@xtra.co.nz 

Section wanted in the Village: We want to purchase a sec-

tion within Mapua Village (but not on the steeper hills) to 

build our retirement home. Please contact Ken in Christ-

church, 03 364 2358 or email ken.beckman@hitlabnz.org 

Celebration: After 16 fun filled years Carol Greenall is 

retiring from Mapua Playcentre. Join us for afternoon tea at 

the centre to celebrate her legacy. Please bring a plate to 

share. Where: Mapua Playcentre, 4pm Sunday 23 Feb.  

Tuesday jam / open mic night: Ron Valente [Gypsy Pick-

ers] hosts and performs every Tuesday from 7.30pm at The 

Tap Alehouse & Restaurant in Mapua. 

Gardening exchange: Lisa is looking for someone that 

would be interested in gardening in exchange for hair and 

beauty services @ Zoom, 03 540 2333 

Nanny: Lisa is looking for a nanny. Would love someone 

local, full or part time, flexible hours. If interested ph 

3905472 

Ruby Coast Newcomers Coffee Group: meet new people, 

make new friends. 10am last Friday of month, Tasman 

Store. Info: Richard & Viv, 526 6707, 

rsclement@xtra.co.nz or just turn up. Everyone welcome. 

Women's Recreation Group - meets outside Mapua Mall 

Thursday mornings. Leaves 9.15am for 1½ hour walk. 

Route varies. Join us whenever you can. Some members 

may cycle. Info Lynley 540 2292. 

Recycling: Printer & Photocopier cartridges can be left at 

Tasman Bay Vets, 69 Aranui Rd, 8am-noon & 3-6pm. 

Consider reducing landfill and support fundraising. Man-

aged by MDBA with thanks to Tasman Bay Vets. 

Toy Library: extensive selection of toys, puzzles & videos 

for children 0-5yrs. Mapua Hall every 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 

10-11.30am & 6.30-7.30pm. Phone Anja, 544 8733, about 

membership or casual hire. 

Kidz 'n' Koffee playgroup: 10am – noon, Wednesdays 

during school term at Old Church Hall, Aranui Rd. All par-

ents and caregivers welcome, we cater for 0-6 yrs. Gold 

coin donation for a delicious morning tea. Come and make 

some new friends. Info: Debbie, 5432915 

Daytime Book Group: Meets first Tuesdays at 9.45am. 

New members welcome. Phone Mary 5402450 or Anne 

5403934 

Mapua Art Group meets in the Bill Marris Room at 

Mapua Hall every Thursday morning from 9am to 12pm. 

Like-minded artists get together to paint, draw and help 

each other in a fun and social environment. All levels and 

media welcome. $5 a session includes morning tea. Tables, 

chairs and easels provided. Lisa Chandler 540 3933. 

Mapua Friendship Club meets at Mapua Hall on the 3rd 

Thursdays, for a game of indoor bowls and bring a plate 

afternoon tea. New members are enthusiastically wel-

comed, no prior bowling experience needed, our game is 

non-competitive, just a lot of laughs. $3 door fee and 20¢ 

raffle. Contact: Val 540 3685. 

Spinners, Knitters, Weavers – Wool Gatherers meet at 

Mapua Hall, second Tuesdays, 10am. All welcome. 

Joie de Vivre Vintage Art and Craft Studio. Alterations 

and Sewing Repairs. Ph: Marijke Lups 03 5403498 

New seasons Olive oil. Delicious Leccino 2013, $20 

750ml . ph5266288 fulford.kina @xtra.co.nz. Kina Olives.. 

We will deliver. 

Coastal Garden Group meet first Thursdays, 1.30pm, 

Tasman Bible Hall. Members, guests & visitors welcome. 

Ngaire, 540 3193 

Probus Club meets first Fridays. All retirees most wel-

come. Enquiries to Pres. Letty Thawley; 540 2876, Secr. 

Margaret Butchart 540 2686 

Moutere Hills Rose Society. Are you a gardener with a 

special love of roses? We meet monthly - contact Margaret 

03 5288477 or Cynthia 035288664. 

Fair Exchange: We meet the second & fourth Wednesdays 

of the month. 9am at Hamish Café to exchange homemade 

or homegrown items. Info: Debbi, 540-2942 or DLBam-

field@gmail.com. 

Need technical help? Bought a new smartphone /tablet /

computer and can’t set it up? Can’t connect your Blu-Ray 

player? Don’t know how to transfer photos from your cam-

era? Local help is at hand! Average job price only $30! 

Basic web design also available - pages start from just $35. 

Call Sam, 544 0737.– sam@sambennett.co.nz  

YOGA with Robin - Classes weekly. All levels welcome. 

Call 540 2113 for class times & information. 

www.rubybayyoga.com 


